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Award winning Pipe 
Major Colin Johnston

The next issue will be in March 
2009. The deadline for articles is 
20 February.

The painting on the front page is by 
Dr Perry Harrison who kindly did it at 
the request of the Blane. It is a view 
of the cottages opposite the War 
Memorial. We are grateful to him.

Grant for 
software

Jean Shaw

The institute held its annual coffee 
morning for charities on 25 October 
when a downpour did not stop our 

staunch supporters from turning up to buy 
cards, calendars and gifts from the charity 
stalls, all of which reported good sales.

The members would like to thank 
everyone for coming and the stall holders 
for their fine display. We now get busy on 
our Christmas programme, and writing our 
Christmas cards!

The new year begins with a display of 
cake decoration by Claire Sharp – details 
in due course are given on advertising 
posters.

Blane w.r.I

Murray O’Donnell

Halloween: children out 
guising, an old tradition, 
enjoyed by residents 

young and old. This Halloween 
had, however, a downside as 
the egg mob were out in force, 
throwing eggs at passing cars, 
houses and, unbelievably, at the 
War Memorial. This last act so 
incensed ex-serviceman Tom 
Allan from Blanefield when he 
discovered the mess, that, despite 
an early morning appointment in 
Stirling, Mr Allan went out to 
wash off the worst of the residue 
of this mindless act. If you have 
been a victim of this type of 
vandalism you will know how 
difficult it can be. 

As remembrance Sunday 
was only a week away, Mr Allan 
informed Stirling Council in the 
hope that they could use specialists to remove the staining on the memorial. Sadly, the 
staining remains, and looks likely to do so, as the stone of the memorial absorbs this type 
of intrusion - eggs. The police are aware of the incident and, as far as we know, they are 
investigating.

If you have any information about who did this, please get in touch with the Police.

vandals 
damaGe
war 
memorIal

Ex-serviceman Tom Allan tries to clean egg off the 
war memorial. Sadly, some of the damage will remain 
as the stone absorbs the egg. See photo page 16.

John Muir, Chairman

At the Strathendrick Pipe Band 
Association A.G.M. on 20th 
October the following persons were 

elected to form the new Committee:-

Chairman – J. Muir   
Treasurer – Mrs. Graves
Minute Secretary – Father L. Hattie    
Pipe Major – Colin Johnston
Quartermaster – G. Clark
Committee – D.Brown and H.Parsons.

It is our intention to revive the Band’s 
fortunes to their former glory days when we 
appeared at local functions and competed 
to a high standard in Grade Three Pipe 
Band Championships. Under the leadership 
of P.M. Colin Johnston (three times World 
Champion in the Juvenile Pipe Band 
Championships) numbers have already  
increased at the piping and drumming 
classes held on Monday evenings within 
the Edmonstone Hall.

As the villagers are no doubt aware, it 
has been some time since the Association 
fully functioned as a Band and we were 
very proud to once again lead the recent 
Armistice Day Parade with many young 

pipers, who are being taught 
at the Band, taking part.    

Like all organisations, 
the Band requires 
equipment, instruments 
and uniforms, and our 
‘wish list’ is not only 
extensive but also very 
expensive and to this end 
we are embarking on 
fund raising events. The 
first of these was a very 
successful ‘Piping and 
Stovies’ night held at the 
Country House Hotel; 
and our sincere thanks 
to the management, 
staff and entertainers 
who helped make this a 
most enjoyable evening.

Our first, and main, 
priority is to replace 
the ageing kilt jackets 
and we are indeed most fortunate to have 
received a donation of a substantial amount 
of money to assist us in the purchase of 
jackets. This was made by the well-known 
local businessman, Mr. Jim MacPherson, 
through his company West Coast Controls 
Ltd. of Milngavie.   Jim has always taken a 
keen interest in the well-being of the Band 
over many years and we wish to express 
our heartfelt thanks for his generosity.

With this kind of support, coupled with 
the efforts of P.M. Colin and his team of 
R.S.P.B.A. accredited tutors we are sure to 
return to our former success.

stratHendrICK PIPe Band
a new PIPe major and Plans to revIve tHe Band 

The Committee would like to 
thank all who have contributed and 
supported the band, both in the past 
and at present. If you would like 
more information on times etc. please 
contact Pipe Major Colin Johnston at 
07914 80146.

Do you ever wonder 
why you never see the 
headline, “Psychic Wins 

Lottery”?

To protect the fuel cell car 
which was on show at the 
Energy Efficiency Fair from 

the elements, the Carbon Neutral 
Group bought a heavy-duty pop-up 
gazebo. And thank goodness they 
did, given the weather! 

The Community Development 
Trust is now making this gazebo, 
which measures 3m by 4.5m, 

available as a village resource, for 
individuals or groups to use. There will be 
a charge of £25 for each day’s hire: this will 
provide a sinking fund for any repairs and 
eventual replacement, plus some funds for 
the Trust to put to village use in the future. 
Details will be posted on the website, or 
phone George Thom on 01360 771613.

GazeBo for 
HIre

The Blane has received a grant of 
£700 towards the cost of software 

for two other volunteers to help with the 
production of the newsletter.

We are very grateful to Stirling 
Council Community Services for their 
support.
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we welcome comments on 
anything that appears in the 
newsletter. Please write to 
the editor, mike fischbacher 
at:
4, southview road
strathblane G63 9jQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716

to contact stirling Council, 
phone 0845 277 7000
email: info@stirling.gov.uk

v v v v v

The Blane Valley Players panto in 
January is Babes in the Wood. This is 
a fun panto, with not only the babes 

but Robin Hood and his Merry Men, the 
Sheriff (BOO), a lovely chorus and a few 
surprises. 

The panto will be held in the Edmonstone 
Hall on Wednesday 7th to Saturday 10th 
January. Doors will be open at 7pm and the 
performances start at 7.30pm. Tickets £5 
(adult) and £4 (children) will be sold in the 
Strathblane chemist and the Library from 
December. Please come along and support 
your local drama group.

It’s Panto 
tIme aGaIn

John Watson

In recent editions of the Blane, the 
readership was asked whether anyone 
had a copy of the old Blane Valley 

News which I was actively involved in 
producing. I was beginning to think that, 
in my aspirations to become a press baron 
back in the 1970s, it was all a figment of 
my imagination, as no hard copy was 
forthcoming! We also tried the library, but 
alas there were no copies of the forerunner 
of today’s most excellent full-colour 
production. Then by chance I was speaking 
to Robert Flashman (Councillor Flashman 
to you and me) and he told me that he had 
received a copy via a circuitous route from 
June Campbell in  Dumbrock Drive.

This, I understand, is the only one in 
existence and is a most excellent window 
on the events, personalities and goings-
on in the village at the time. To this end, 
I thought it would be of interest to your 
readers to produce a miniature A5 version 
of this copy and insert it in the current 
edition with my good wishes.

You will note that the Winter 1978 
edition was the last copy, as everyone 
became a bit ‘weary in well doing’ and the 
Milngavie and Bearsden Herald decided 
to run a country section, which covered 
Strathblane and Blanefield on a weekly 
basis. The oId ‘News’ came out four times 
a year and, to differentiate between the 
editions, we printed in black, red, blue and 

dark green. My responsibility was to secure 
the advertising revenue and carry out the 
printing at a peppercorn price! The artwork 
was put together by my good friend Neil 
Davies, who at that time lived in Killearn 
and is now living in Netherblane. In those 
days, Neil Cameron of Ledriegreen House 
was the local state Agent and the distillery 
was owned by Lang Brothers. How time 
flies. I hope that this reproduction proves to 
be of interest.

June Campbell was delighted to receive 
her premium bottle of whisky as a reward for 
tracking down a copy of the old Blane Valley 
News in ‘cobweb corner’.  ‘I remember 
those days with particular fondness,’ she 
said, ‘and all the characters that were in 
and around the village at that time. I well 
remember my husband, Archie, delivering 
the milk to John’s home in Southburn Road. 
John, as you may know, used to have Jacob 
sheep in his back garden, and a fish tank 
set in an upright piano produced by the late 
blacksmith, Roddy McKerrecher, at the 
Aizle, where Blane Valley Construction 
carried out their business. The production 
was put together on a wing and a prayer 
and had a shoestring budget with each copy 
costing 10p, which was collected by the 
Scouts on a house-to-house basis. I did not 
realise what a significant piece of history 
I had unearthed. Is it really 30 years ago 
since the last edition of the old Blane Valley 
News was put to bed?”

See colour photo page 15

tHe Blane valley news
wInter 1978 edItIon found

Bob Flashman

Ro a d s 
Department, 
S t i r l i n g 

Council, have long recognised that even 
at basic level, i.e., road maintenance, there 
exists a shortfall against the reasonable 
standard expected. For several years a 
below budget request for finance has caused 
the problem to become worse each year but 
at last those with the authority to allocate 
resources have acknowledged that the 
situation cannot be allowed to deteriorate 
any further. In general additional funding has 
been allocated for roads alone but exactly 
where and when has yet to be decided. 
Nonetheless it is encouraging news and 
when further detailed information becomes 
available we will keep you informed.

Talking of “encouraging news”, initial 
action has been taken by Roads Department 
with regard to the A81/Station Road 
junction. A special outside consultancy has 
been commissioned to video camera survey 
the junction with special attention being 
paid to traffic count and turning course i.e., 
amount of traffic per recorded hour and 
what use was made of the T junction. Roads 
will analyse the information, produce 
some recommendations for discussion with 
interested parties including local residents 
directly affected, police and community 
council.

Finally new safety islands to be fitted as 
part of the A81 traffic management scheme 
should be installed in the near future. 
Roads have delayed installation waiting 
availability of a new design which can be 
fitted and maintained at lower cost. The 
Blanefield vehicle activated sign is, as you 
may have noticed, operating but appears 
to be activated regardless of the speed of 
the vehicle causing it to activate. This had 
been taken up with Roads and it is hoped 
it will be more discriminating soon. This 
sign appears to be jinxed but no doubt we 
will get there.

PS. A road realignment/accident 
remedial scheme is to be carried out on the 
stretch of road between Duntreath and the 
distillery. The work should start before the 
end of this financial year.

roads 
uPdate

dIsCounts and 
BenefIts
Gary Nimmo, 
Stirling Council Press Office

With the credit crunch, rising food, 
energy and fuel bills all taking 
their toll on households, Stirling 

Council is asking people to check to see 
if they qualify for help in reducing their 
council tax or rent.

More households are seeing their 
income being stretched, especially those 
on fixed incomes like pensioners or people 
with disabilities or in low paid jobs.  Service 
Manager, Margaret Campbell explained: 
“Many people are not aware that there are 
benefits and discounts available and you 
don’t have to be unemployed or elderly to 
claim. I would encourage householders 
to call us on 01786 443210 or go to the 
Council’s website for more information.  
We want to help and anyone who is 
struggling should contact us to discuss 
their situation.”

Householders who live on their own, 
or lone parents whose family are either 
under 18 or students can also qualify for a 
discount of 25% off their council tax.  

There are other Council tax reductions 
that might apply, so householders should 
check them out.  Call the Council Tax & 
Benefits Team on 01786 443210 or go to 
www.stirling.gov.uk/counciltax Check 
out benefit entitlement with the Benefits 
calculator online at  http://www.stirling.
gov.uk/benefits_calculator 

wHat mIGHt Have Been

This sign appeared briefly by the new bus 
shelter. Shopping while you wait (for the bus).

Do you ever wonder why sheep 
don’t shrink when it rains?
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vIew from tHe PolICe offICe
PC David McNally

Hello everyone. My name’s David 
McNally. On 3 November  I 
officially took over the role 

of Community Officer for Blanefield, 
Strathblane and Mugdock. Constable Paul 
Barr is soon to move to a new role as the 
Wildlife Officer within Central 
Scotland Police.

Whilst being new to this 
role, I am familiar with 
the area, having worked at 
Balfron Police Office since 
June 2002.  Hopefully I’ll 
be able to hit the ground 
running.

As we move into the 
winter and the darker nights, thefts from 
property and housebreakings often increase. 
These crimes are normally committed by 
persons from outwith the area and usually 

occur during the afternoon when properties 
are unoccupied. Whilst it is highly unlikely 
that you will be a victim of this crime, there 
are a few simple measures you can take to 
protect your property:

Fit good quality time switches to •	
lights in the living areas of your home, 
timed to come on as darkness falls in 

the mid afternoon.
Keep valuable •	

items such as 
wallets, purses and 
car keys out of sight 
within your home.

Consider ways •	
of creating the 
impression that 
you are at home by 

leaving a radio playing or a car left in 
the driveway.
Be vigilant of your neighbours’ •	
properties and report anything you 

might	 find	
suspicious 
to Balfron 
P o l i c e 
Office.

Over the 
next number of 
weeks, I and 
my colleagues 
at Balfron will 
be conducting 
checks on the 
roads around 
S t r a t h b l a n e 
and neighbouring villages. This activity is 
intended to detect and disrupt those intent 
on committing crime in this area. 

I also intend to get out in the village as 
much as possible when I’m on duty and I 
look forward to meeting you in the near 
future.  

Don’t be afraid to say hello! 

PC David McNally is the 
new Community Officer

Coloured stickers for display at your 
door to discourage people selling 
items or services are available at the 

library or directly from Stirling Council 
Trading Standards on 0845 277 7000,  
email: 
tradingstandards@stirling.gov.uk.

Willie Oswald, for the Committee of 
Management

It was with great sadness that the 
management committee of the Club 
learned that our treasurer and caretaker, 

Fred Davidson had died. Fred will be a great 
loss to the Village Club and to the village. 
His contribution was a steady commitment 
to the development of the Club over many 
years. More recently he was the driving 
force behind the 
recent refurbishment 
project which has 
greatly improved the 
interior of the Club. 
Thanks Fred.

The Village 
Club was designed 
in the arts and craft 
tradition of the early 
twentieth century. 
It has served many 
generations of this community well over 
the years. It has gone through many modes 
of usage. The observant among you will 
have noted the date on the front gable, 1911. 
That was the year of the Club’s opening. So 
we are looking forward to celebrating the 
centenary of this wonderful village facility, 
in a greatly improved state.

Improvements
The present committee would like to 

see that the premises are fit to face a second 
century of service to the community and 
future generations. Users of the Club will be 
aware of the gradual improvements to the 
premises over recent years. These include 
the new lighting, having the maple wood 
floor sanded and sealed, new floor coverings 
in the kitchen and toilets and tiling of the 
toilet walls. In September, Stirling Council 
caused a new automated fire alarm system 
to be installed. Contractors carried out a 
thorough clean of the premises in November 
this year. There are other improvements on 
the committee’s ‘to do’ list, including the 

grounds and decorating the interior. This 
will all need money which we hope to raise 
from the community and from funding 
bodies. These will be tackled when time, 
energies and finances permit.

Can you help?
The committee really needs some new 

members. This would be in part to share 
the tasks, and in part to bring some fresh 
thinking about the future of the Club. It may 

be that someone with 
a particular expertise 
joins us for the 
duration of a project? 
Then again, they 
may become Village 
Club enthusiasts. We 
fully appreciate that 
many people lead 
very busy lives. This 
applies particularly 
to those of you who 

are parents of children still at school. 
However, it is the views and ideas of you 
who have still to reach your half century 
that would be welcome. Some of the areas 
where we would appreciate help and advice 
on specific projects would be the interior 
design and proposals for the grounds, 
including car parking.

Use the Club
The members of the committee would 

like to make you all aware that the Village 
Club is a community resource for the whole 
community and welcome enquiries about 
hiring the Club for your use. We would 
also like to remind you that all committee 
members give of their time on a purely 
voluntary basis, and try to offer as good 
a service as possible. Looking forward 
to your co-operation with the continuing 
development of the Village Club, to your 
increased use of the Club, and hopefully to 
welcoming some new committee members. 
Incidentally, does anyone know about the 
‘tarmac’ in the car park?

vIllaGe CluB
needs new memBers for tHe CommIttee

The Rural Access Service supports 
people experiencing mental ill-health 
to live a fulfilling life in their own 

community and to enable them to achieve 
their goals.

To access this service you must be aged 
between 18 and 65 years and live within the 
rural areas of Stirling. If you or anyone you 
know could benefit from this service please 
contact SDAMH on 01786 451203.

 

just a mInute

The Community Council is looking for 
someone to be a permanent minute-

taker. Stirling Council will pay £270 per 
year. If you are interested, please contact 
the Chairman, Philip Graves, on 
0141 956 1954 or e-mail: 
philip.towerwood@btinternet.com

rural aCCess 
servICe
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Blane valley 
Burns CluB

VISIT The COMMUNITy WeBSITe @
WWW.STraThBlaNeFIelD.OrG.Uk

Gordon Posnett 

The Blane 
V a l l e y 
Burns Club 

will be holding 
its 29th Annual 
Burns Supper 
on Saturday 24 
January 2009. It 
will take place in 
the Edmonstone 
Hall instead of 
the previous venue of Strathblane Primary 
School. 

As next year is ‘the homecoming’ for 
Scots around the world, to celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the birth of Robert 
Burns, it will be a very special evening 
on the eve of his birthday. The evening 
will commence at 7.30 and tickets, 
priced £12.50, can be obtained from any 
committee member, or from me on 770113, 
after 14 December. 

Philip Graves

All of those who braved the cold on 
Remembrance Sunday cannot have 
failed to have been moved by the 

small ceremony at the War Memorial and 
the haunting notes from the lone piper.  For 
the first time for quite a few years a full 
contingent of the Strathendrick Pipe Band 
led the parade of Scouts, Brownies, Cubs 
and Girl Guides up the main street to the 
kirk. The piper was none other than Colin 
Johnston, the pipe major, who has achieved 
so much in revitalising the Pipe Band. The 
event was witnessed by many proud mums, 
dads (includes me!), brothers and sisters, 
and many photos were probably snapped. 
It even calmed the traffic for a blissful 
twenty minutes!

So wouldn’t it be fantastic to be able 
to turn on our PCs the next day and see a 
selection of these pictures on our very own 
village website, Strathblanefield.org.uk! We 
could direct distant friends and relatives, 
unable to witness the event, to the website 
and show them one of the annual highlights 
of our community here in Strathblane.

There is no reason why this 
shouldn’t happen – it only requires some 
communication with our very own web-
maestro, Alan Campbell, who has worked 
so hard already to develop our own 
virtual village community-on-the-web. 
Publishing photos of such popular events 
would also draw new traffic to the site 
and open people’s eyes to what a mass of 
local information already exists on our site, 
everything from the contact point for local 

clubs such as the guides and scouts, to the 
results of the last village 10k and 5k races. 
Traffic breeds traffic, and eventually we 
hope to earn enough money from the site 
to really help other community ventures.

The depth of information is building 
constantly. Most of the back issues of 
the Blane are there in full colour. The 
community council have their own section 
which lists all the councillors, contact 
numbers, and minutes of past meetings. We 
try to publish agendas for future meetings 
a week in advance on the site and draft 
minutes from the previous meeting should 
also be available before the next meeting.

We recognise that planning issues are 
a continuous bone of contention within the 
village.  We are constantly trying to open up 
the planning process, especially as it seems 
to generate more interest in community 
council meetings than any other issue.

Whilst the Community Council receive 
all the detailed architectural plans for all 
major applications from Stirling Council, 
it is sometimes impossible for the general 
public to obtain them. Presently one has 
to go to Stirling, or contact the relevant 
community councillor, or attend the monthly 
Community Council meeting, where the 
plans are usually available, but only briefly. 
Given how elaborate, and extensive some 
of the recent applications have been, this 
is hardly adequate. Fortunately Stirling 
Council has at last introduced the long-
awaited on-line planning facility. But this 
is hardly an easy site to navigate and we 
intend to make life easier by assembling 
a planning sub-section on the community 

council site 
which will 
highlight all 
the on-going 
p l a n n i n g 
applications, 
with links to the detailed plans, if available. 
We will also write a “mugs guide” on how 
the planning system works and how and 
who to contact if you wish to express a 
view in support or opposition of a “live” 
application. By using links to the weekly 
Stirling Council planning schedule, you 
should be able to see at a glance which 
planning officer to approach, their email 
address and the phone number. This 
should also allow you to anticipate which 
applications will be discussed at the next 
monthly SCC meeting (usually the first 
Monday of each month). These should 
be listed individually on the agenda in 
advance. If you have no broadband link 
at home, then there is always the village 
library, which is also where a hard copy of 
the plans will eventually be deposited.

The community council is always 
looking for new recruits. We would very 
much appreciate a volunteer with expertise 
in planning or architecture as we often 
feel unqualified to comment on the design 
of some of the new houses. If interested, 
please get in touch and we can easily “co-
opt” you onto the SCC without even the 
daunting prospect of a vote. Either use the 
link: mailto:cc@strathblanefield.org.uk, or 
phone one of the councillors.

stratHBlanefIeld.orG.uK
vIllaGe lIfe on tHe weB

kate Baxter

The Fun 
H u t 
is our 

resident group 
for pre-school 
children and 
their parents and carers, and meets three 
times a week in the Kirk Rooms (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 9.15-11.15am).

Three and a half years ago, my life 
changed from full-time career woman to 
full-time Mum of a new baby. Despite living 
in the village for a few years, it quickly 
became apparent that I knew no-one here 
other than my immediate neighbours. I 
must confess I was a little apprehensive 
when, following my health visitor’s 
suggestion, I turned up for the first time at 
the Fun Hut. However, any apprehension 
quickly disappeared after being met with 
welcoming faces and a nice cup of tea!

The Fun Hut has since become an 
invaluable part of my, and my family’s life.  
I took my eldest child regularly from that 
first day until she recently started morning 
nursery at the primary school (with many 

fun Hut
a Personal PersPeCtIve

of her Fun Hut friends), and now my 
second child potters around there happily 
every week while I enjoy a rare chance to 
sit down and have a chat or read the paper.  

We have all benefited greatly. The 
children have a safe environment in which 
to play, starting out at baby seats and 
rattles in the infant corner, growing into 
the large play area equipped with a huge 
variety of toys and activities (including 
the ever-popular ball-pool). The older 
children can then escape to “the big room” 
for the second hour, where they take part 
in structured craft-based activities and are 
read stories by our fantastic play leaders, 
Vicki and Jennie. All the children are also 
given a healthy snack and drink.  

From my perspective, the Fun Hut has 
been equally invaluable. I now know a wide 
group of parents and carers in the village, 
and have met some of my best friends there. 
We all know parenthood comes with never-
ending challenges; being able to share and 
laugh about things with people in similar 
situations has certainly helped to preserve 
my sanity, as have the many optional nights 
out!

All Mums, Dads, Grandparents, child-
minders and carers - please come along 
and make use of this fantastic facility. If 
you have any queries, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me on 771149.

Drawing of Burns by 
Sarah Cushley

Do you ever wonder 
why you have to click on 

“Start” to stop Windows?
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letter from amerICa

PILATES CLASSES
More than just another exercise 
routine, Pilates delivers a step-by-
step approach to improving posture, 
movement and general wellbeing.  
Based on small class sizes to ensure personalised tuition, 
the Body Control Pilates® approach is widely regarded 
as a benchmark for safe and effective teaching of the 
world-famous Method.

For details of classes in and around 
Blanefield, call Jane Meek, Body 
Control Pilates® instructor, on 
01360 771 742/07759 182236 
or e-mail: janemfr@tiscali.co.uk

Body Control Pilates and the Body Control Pilates logo 
are registered Trade Marks used under licence.

eleanor Friel

Election? What election?  Oh yes, 
that one!  Well, we have had an 
interesting perspective on elections 

in the last few weeks from our vantage 
point on the American/Canadian frontier.  
Canada has recently had an election which 
the United States basically ignored.  It has 
to be noted though that most Canadians 
ignored it too. They have been having an 
awful lot of elections there lately. I think 
they were working on the principle that 
they would keep doing it until they got it 
right. Eddie and I spent a recent weekend 
in Niagara on the Lake, Ontario. We were 
party to an exchange between an American 
couple and the waiter serving them, which 
summed it all up. The waiter remarked 
on the upcoming election in the States 
and said they must be very excited about 
the outcome, whatever happened. The 
gentleman replied that yes, they were. The 
waiter said, ‘We had an election here in 
Canada a few weeks ago.’ ‘Oh,’ said the 
American, ‘how did that turn out?’ 

Well, the ‘folks’ (as all the politicians 
like to chummily address the electorate) 
have certainly spoken in these United 
States and Barack Obama is now the 

President Elect.  There was a record 
turnout of voters and the young people 
really became engaged in the process. It 
is reminiscent of the Kennedy era. One of 
the pundits declared he thought that never 
mind the connection of Obama to Kenya 
- there was a strong chance he had Irish 
connections with a name like O’Bama! 
Will the Kennedys claim a connection?

As chance would have it, Eddie is, at 
the time of writing this, in Chicago for 
a conference for two days. He reports 
the atmosphere to be electric and there 
are banners unfurling all over the city 
congratulating the President-elect Obama. 
There is a lot of recrimination of course 
on both sides, with the Obama camp 
complaining that one of Chicago’s papers 
carried a front page with a picture of 
Obama, with a strip across it saying, ‘Don’t 
screw this up!’  The paper retaliated with 
the information that they had a front page 
ready if McCain had won saying across 
his picture, ‘Please don’t die!’ There was a 
lot of worry about a mere woman being a 
heartbeat away from the Presidency, as you 
may have heard.   

There are so many questions to be 
answered. For example, what breed of 
puppy will they get for their daughters and 

what will it be called? President Bush’s 
dog, Barney, got one back for his owner 
today by biting the hand of a member of 
the press corps, before he is taken away 
to Texas for his retirement. I am sure he 
wasn’t encouraged to attack… but on the 
other hand…

So it is all to play for now.  In the 
words of a previous President from Illinois, 
Abraham Lincoln: ‘Nearly all men can 
stand adversity, but if you want to test a 
man’s character, give him power!’ Well, 
Obama certainly has it now!

Eddie Friel reads all about it in 
Chicago.

archie McCallum, Canada

During an excavation alongside 
the Glasgow Road for, I believe, 
a car park at the Kirkhouse Inn, a 

stone-age grave was discovered and easily 
available for viewing. It was a ‘cause 
célèbre’. What happened to tthis piece of 
history and what were the findings? Do we 
know?

The cover photograph on issue 32 of 
the Blane (September 2008) shows the Free 
Church and the Netherton Cottages. In the 
thirties there was a coal yard at the back of 
the cottages occupied by the McPhersons 
who also ran the coal business. Coal was 
delivered, in competition with some four 
other suppliers throughout the village, 
by horse drawn cart in 1 cwt bags. I had 
a temporary job filling the sacks to give 

the correct measurement of 1 cwt, a 
miserable job if ever there was one but 
better than lugging the bags from the cart 
to the recipients’ coal cellars. I presume 
in Edenkiln you lugged the coal to a bin 
upstairs but memory is now short. The road 
in front of the cottages, when iced, made a 
favourite slide for the school kids, causing, 
I am sure, grave concern to the travelling 
public, especially the bus drivers.

The photograph of the ‘Old Brae’ brings 
back the joy in sledding and bogeying down 
there from the farm road to the Blacklawn, 
especially after the road was paved. After 
an evening’s sledding the road became a 
sheet of ice causing many an upset to the 
farm carts as the horses slipped and fell, 
leaving them tangled in the trams.

It was noted in the most delightful 
congratulations to Mrs Keddie that she met 

the Temperance man. 
I guess this was at the 
Band of Hope – or, as 
commonly called, the 
Hopeless Band – held 
on a Friday night in 
the Co-operative Hall. 
Mrs. Keddie noted the 
demise of the ‘wee 
worm’ in a glass of 
whisky. As you can 
imagine with this 
knowledge and resulting 
image the village rang 
with the good news that 
there was now a cure 
for worms – DRINK 
WHISKY. The good 
doctor, Dr McMillan, 
was, I am sure, not 
impressed.

Cure for worms, and otHer 
Items of HIstorIC Interest

Angela Carey, Publicity Officer

What is Christmas 
without a 
celebration and 

the Balfron Barracudas 
will, in keeping with 
their sport, be partying 
on down in the water 
with a club aqua disco at 
Balfron Campus in December. This brings 
an end to the club’s first year and what a 
successful year that has been.  

Beginning in January, forty swimmers 
began training at Balfron Campus twice 
a week under the guidance of lead coach 
Harriet Floyd. The club’s aim was to provide 
a safe enjoyable environment to encourage 
and motivate all swimmers to reach their 
optimum level of fitness and to instil a 
lifelong love of swimming as exercise. New 
members have joined throughout the year, 
bringing our membership to just over fifty.  
Such is the club’s popularity that we will 
require the addition of a further training 
session in the New Year.  

In November the Club was nominated 
for the ‘Club Of The Year’ award in the 
annual Stirling Sports Awards held at the 
Albert Halls. These awards recognise the 
achievements of local sports clubs and so it 
was with pride that we were recognised as 
making an important contribution to sports 
in the Balfron area. The Balfron Barracudas 
is supported by Active Stirling and those 
interested in joining should contact: info@
balfronbarracudas.org.uk  

BarraCudas 
CeleBrate 
suCCessful 
fIrst year
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Tricia rae

We started 
the new 
s e s s i o n 

of the Guild with 
Graham Sherry 
talking about the 
‘Gospel According 
to Jimmy’. It was 

a very 
h i l a r i o u s 
evening and enjoyed by everyone.

Our next speaker was Anne 
Collard who told us of her trip to 
Peru, for Tearcraft, to meet the 
people who make the goods that 
they sell. There was a stall with 
some of the articles for sale.

Philip McLean, Antiques Road 
Show, had every one on their toes 
as he examined the items that we 
had taken along for his inspection. 
It was interesting to hear the stories 
behind the articles and just how old 
they were.

The outing to Caurnies 

Sylvia armstrong

On Saturday 15th November the 
Sunday Club and the Guides 
got together to organise a coffee 

morning in to raise money for the DR 
Congo Appeal and to sell a range of fair 
trade products. Lynne James, Sunday Club 
leader and overall organiser of the event 
said: “It was so good to see such a wide 
range of people supporting the morning, 
from the smallest in her pushchair to those 
who might be pushing grandchildren in 
theirs.” 

“The Guides were a great help and it 
was a pleasure to work with together with 
them in this cause.” The sum of £200 will 
go to the appeal and make a difference 
to people in desperate need of food and 
shelter in war torn Congo. Congratulations 
to these young members of the community 
in Strathblane for their joint effort. 

Sylvia armstrong

Church of Scotland 
Guild week comes 
in November every 

year. It’s a week when every 
Guild branch is asked to 
do something a bit special. 
Strathblane Guild focused their 
effort this year on one of the 
charities supported nationally 
by the Guild during 2006-8, a 
project called ‘Scottish Love 
in Action’. 

At the Guild meeting on 
Monday 17th we heard how 
this charity had grown out of 
the concern of a group of young people from Edinburgh who had raised funds and gone to 
the S.E state of Andhra Pradesh in India in 1999 to help with the building of a school for 
120 destitute children, many of whom were orphans and Dalits (the ‘untouchable’ caste). 
Scottish Love in Action now provides long term support for the children in this ‘home-
cum-school’ and also gives emergency support to a home in Hyderabad.  

It was moving and disturbing to hear something of the tragic life histories of these 
children, and the Guild members put their concern into action by organising a fund 
raising Sunday lunch of soup, sandwiches and cake for the congregation after the Sunday 
morning service on 23rd November. It was much enjoyed by all who came and raised the 
worthwhile sum of £325 for these needy children. 

sCottIsH love In aCtIon

DaTeS FOr yOUr DIary

Dec 15  Christmas Celebration. 
 This will be held in the Kirk  
 Rooms. The cost will be £5.00pp.
Jan 12  Rev A Green.
Jan 26  Moira Kerr - An evening of  
 Song. This is an open evening.  
 The tickets will be £ 5.00 each.
Feb 9 Mary and Peter Corbey. An  
 evening of fragrance.
Feb 23 Jim McNair. 200th anniversary  
 of the Scottish Bible Society
Mar 9	 Iris	Heasman	-	flower		 	
 arranging.
Mar 23 AGM

Soaperie was an enjoyable experience, 
and was followed by lunch at Caulders in 
Kirkintilloch.

I have agreed with the Minister that 
I shall resign as President at the end of 
November for health reasons. I thank the 
committee for all their help since I started. 
Margaret Livingston will now step into 
this position as President with my sincere 
thanks and best wishes.

sCottIsH frIends of l’aBrI
SPrING CONFereNCe  

Saturday 7 March
kirk rooms  10.30 for coffee

lecture 11am

Dr James Paul from L’Abri Fellowship, Hampshire
‘WhaT IN The WOrlD IS real?’

‘Some of us live as if the only real things are hard facts; others as if reality 
consists of their own interpretations, thoughts and feelings. How can we live 

in an integrated reality which includes both facts and meanings?’

Lunch, teas and coffee provided £5pp (£10 for families)
all welcome

If you plan to come please phone 
Brian and Isabel kelman  (770563 
so we can assess catering requirements

Do you ever wonder why 
Noah didn’t swat those 

two midges?

The Community Development Trust has 
applied to for funding for a community 

survey to find out the views of residents on 
the facilities that we would like to have in the 
area.

The Community Council has agreed to 
contribute £1000 to the project.
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The Blane is delivered free to 
everyone in the community but we 
need your continued support. We are 

grateful to all who give regularly.
There are cash boxes in the library, the 

chemist and Brown’s. Cheques should be 
made payable to The Blane.

There are also extra copies for sale in 
the library.

tennIs CluB 
news
Graeme ross

By the time you 
are reading this, I 
am confident that 

we will be back playing 
on our new surface and 
surrounded by our new 
perimeter fencing. I must 
admit that the whole 
project has been a much 
more lengthy affair than I first imagined, 
but with the help of some very dedicated 
members and two sources of external 
funding, we have got there in the end. 

The picture accompanying this 
article is of me and Eugene Magill, who 
represents The Foundation for Sports and 
The Arts. They very generously granted 
us £10,000. We also benefitted from a 
£4000 grant from the Clackmannanshire 
and Stirling Environment Trust. In total, 
this came to about half the cost of the 
work involved. Without the support of 
these bodies, we would not have been able 
to proceed with the project and therefore 
would not have the excellent new surface 
and fencing which will hopefully benefit 
the village and surrounding area for many 
years to come.

Eugene Magill of The Foundation for Sports and The Arts, 
and Graeme Ross shake hands on a very good deal for the 
Tennis Club.

Due to the poor weather, the 
contractors all took a bit longer than 
anticipated to complete their various jobs. 
This has meant that there is one job – the 
painting of the courts – that will have to 
wait until the spring to be undertaken. 
Until then, we will be playing on the 
black macadam surface with temporary 
lines - not absolutely ideal but so much 
better than before. Come the spring and 
the paint-job and we will be looking just 
tickety-boo. 

I know that I am always 
suggesting that folk come 
along and join us, but this 
really is a great time to 
come and see what a first-
class facility we have in 
the village.

The work on the 
courts has eaten up a lot 
of autumn playing time. 
We were not able to run 
coaching during this time 
or entertain visiting teams 
in the autumn leagues. Our 
next series of matches is in 
the indoor winter leagues 
and then, before you 
know it, we will be back 
running coaching etc. in 
the spring.

Again I would like to 
extend my thanks to our 

funders, and to the committee members 
who spent many hours at my kitchen 
table filling out forms, rewriting our 
constitution, and 
generally discussing 
the best way forward 
for the project. Clubs 
only work if you have 
good people prepared 
to give up their time 
for the benefit of 
others. ( 771571.

  211 Nesslin Terrace
  Saskatoon, 
  SK  S7J 4S2  Canada

Dear Editor,
 

I note with interest the Letter to the 
Editor , ‘Climate Change?’ by Robert 
Gibson, that appeared in your June 2008 

edition. Reference is made to the abstract 
of meteorological statistics provided by 
William Smith, Esq. of Carbeth Guthrie.

William Smith (1787-1871) was my 
great-great grandfather. He was involved 
in his father’s firm, Leitch & Smith, in 
the West Indies trade, was a magistrate in 
Lanarkshire and Dumbartonshire, Dean of 
Guild in Glasgow in 1821 and was Lord 
Provost of Glasgow in 1822-23. He moved 
to Carbeth in 1834 when he inherited the 
estate from his cousin, John Guthrie, and 
later changed the name of the estate to 
Carbeth Guthrie. He is thus distinguished 
from the many William Smiths by the 
additional connotation, ‘of Carbeth 
Guthrie’.

As the meteorological statistics are for 
the years 1825 to 1831, they were likely 
collected by John Guthrie. I have a copy 
of the book, ‘The Parish of Strathblane’ 
by John Guthrie Smith, 1886 (William’s 
son).  There is an Appendix with a section 
on Strathblane Meteorology with the 
following note: 

‘The following tables are compiled 
from the Registers of Observations made 
by the late John Guthrie and William 
Smith at Carbeth Guthrie during 45 years, 
beginning in 1814..... In 1860 Mr. Smith 
presented his Registers to the Scottish 
Meteorological Society.’

The tables show monthly rainfall in 

inches from 1814 to 1859 and the mean 
monthly and annual temperatures for 1840 
to 1859. Mr. Gibson notes that the accuracy 
of the earlier data is not known. The note 
on the Table of Temperatures prepared by 
William says, ‘From observations taken 
daily at 10:00 a.m. by the late William 
Smith of Carbeth Guthrie’.  So perhaps he 
was following a pattern set by his cousin 
and made the measurements personally. 
The Table of Rainfall also notes the care 
taken for consistency in the note preceding 
that table: ‘The Gauge was placed on the 
top of the house and was not changed 
during the whole time.’  The Appendix goes 
on to note other events such as the three 
‘inundations’ that caused much damage in 
the area in 1736, 1795 and 1884. 

I suppose the record keeping of 
temperature and rainfall done by my 
ancestors was a part of their decision-
making related to agricultural pursuits. The 
Smiths sold the estate in 1861. Perhaps the 
records of other estates would have similar 
data for other periods.

I have been to Strathblane on more than 
one occasion to see the family memorial 
windows in the church and the Smith graves 
in the churchyard. I have been to Carbeth 
Guthrie, Mugdock, Jordanhill and the 
other places that figured so prominently in 
their lives. Our family history includes an 
unattributed source that describes William 
Smith as ‘indefatigable in his attention to 
county and parish business. It is satisfying 
to know that his work is still of value. I will 
look forward to a return to the community 
some day.
  Derwyn Crozier-Smith
Great-great grandson of William Smith of 
Carbeth Guthrie (1787-1871)
Great grandson of William Smith (1835-1923)

letters to tHe edItor
The Byre, Carbeth Guthrie

It was interesting to hear about big cat 
sightings.

About five years ago, one 
crisp dry November night on the 
S t o c k i e m u i r Road at 
Hilton Park Q u a r r y 
I had a very clear sighting of 
one, caught in the full beam of my 
headlights.

First there was a flash of eyes and a 
dark shape at the side of the road 
then it bounded across the road 
in front of me. The cat was 
proportioned like a c h e e t a h 
a n d about two feet high to the 

shoulder with a long tail.
What was memorable 

about it was that despite the 
headlamp glare and the reflectance from 
the road surface, the creature itself was 
dense, dark and totally matt black without 
highlights or sheen from its coat.

A truly memorable silhouette.
Trevor Scott
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Philip Graves

As marketing hype goes, the Saab 
Salomon brochures were a bit too 
accurate when they proposed to 

‘unleash the muddy madness of the Turbo X 
Trail Challenge at Mugdock Country Park.’ 
What was not mentioned was that the local 
climate can also be a bit variable. For those 
who had travelled from outside Scotland to 
attend this international event, a pleasant 
cross-country jaunt in a park 
outside Glasgow in the early 
autumn sunshine beckoned. 
By cruel irony, after the 
previous day’s golden 
autumn weather, overnight the heavens 
unleashed a roaring westerly gale, and 
Saturday dawned dark, wet and windy. The 
enticing smell of a fried Scottish breakfast 
coming from the catering tent at the Visitor 
Centre completed the warm welcome for 
any international participants.

Over 350 runners eventually set off 
from the centre, heads bent into the strong 
wind, rain lashing our faces. Mugdock 
had pulled together a team of four, The 
Mugdock Muggers, all of us committee 
members of the Mugdock Association and 
duty-bound to teach the visitors a thing or 
two. The Muggers as keen runners knew 
the park like the back of their hands, had 
jaunted across every moor and squelched 
through every bog. But as we set off into 
the rain at 10 o’clock that morning, passing 
my house after a mile, it did cross my mind 
how mad it was to have paid £20 for the 
privilege of running past my garden in 
such miserable weather. My spies had, the 
previous days, received a sneak preview of 
the route. ‘It’s a piece of cake, just follows 
the tracks around the park and along the 
West Highland Way.’ 

For the first few miles they were right. 

It was a touch slippery descending through 
Mugdock Wood, along the sleepers and 
down to join the West Highland Way. 
Hardly the muddiest, wettest and roughest 
terrain we had been 
promised! And then 
the fun began….

Heading off 
the Way the route 
climbed into the 
forest. A morning 

already gloomy 
became even darker 
as the fir trees 
blocked out what 
light there was. 
Headlights required! 
Wearing glasses 
already caked in rain 
and condensation I struggled to follow the 
winding path through the trees, bouncing 
from tree to tree whenever the route 
descended steeply, and sometimes on all 
fours up the steeper ascents. Occasionally 
we emerged from the forest, briefly onto 
terra firma, but were soon pitched back into 
the blackness. All sense of direction had 
long since disappeared. Keep that runner 
in front in sight at all times, I told myself. If 
I stray off the route here it could be months 
before anyone finds my body!  

Then, duly softened up, it was time for 
the bogs. The worst of these were reserved 
for ‘the muddy mile’ which was a timed 
stretch of the course with its own separate 
prize. By now most seemed content to 
forget the whole idea of running, settling 
for a combination of wading and waddling, 
slipping and sliding, crawling and crying 

muGGed & muddIed In muGdoCK
muGdoCK resIdents taKe tHe turBo X traIl CHallenGe

“the Mugdock Muggers.. 
duty-bound to teach the 
visitors a thing or two”

Creatures from the swamp, or 
possibly Michael O’Donnell 
(above) and Philip Graves (left) 
looking more like the mugged 
than Muggers.

Murray O’Donnell

Local resident Bob Sharp presented 
an illustrated talk on Canada for our 
first meeting of the season. It was a 

lot more than that, however, as this was a 
journal of Bob and his new wife Guyda’s 
start of a new life in Canada. With many 
trials and tribulations from their arrival, to Bob’s delayed start 
to his teaching post. Beautiful illustrations accompanied the 
commentary and all enjoyed his presentation.

Isobel Munro was our speaker for October. Isobel is a Blue 
Badge Tourist Guide, and her anecdotes were amusing and 
informative.

Craig Walker, national park ranger, spoke at our November 
meeting on the many aspects of the national park and the work 
involved by the park staff. A lively question and answer session 
followed, and tea and biscuits brought the evening to a close.

Our next meeting is on 14 January, when local journalist 
Anne Johnstone (Balfour) will share with us some of her stories 
of life as a journalist including, we hope, the tale of when she 
was held captive by rebels, which was headline news at the time. 
Would you like to know more? Come along in January and you 
will be most welcome.

HerItaGe soCIety

our way along ditches knee deep 
in ooze and across bogs that tried 
to suck the shoes off your feet. 

Eventually we stumbled out 
onto a track that promisingly 
seemed to go straight and in the 
direction of the park. One last 

boggy trail led into the back of the park. 
Then, battered and bruised, sodden and 
sore, I stumbled over the finishing line. It 
had been an hour and a half of purgatory, 
the hardest ten miles I’d ever experienced.  

Most then had no choice but to ease their 
aching, filthy bodies into their cars and drive 
back to all parts of Scotland and beyond. 
Being local had one major advantage. Half 
an hour later I lay in my bath, the water 
soon turning a deep chocolate colour as 
the hot water worked its way through the 
muddy layers. Thoughts turned to next 
year’s event. Would I do it again? Stupid 
question, of course I will! It really will be a 
piece of cake next year….

(Various other brave fools from the 
Strathblane area took part.  Search the site 
www.saabsalomontrails.com for events 
information. Results and pictures of the 
Mugdock race are at http://www.209events.
com/event.php?event=95)Old Strathblane map from John Guthrie 

Smith’s Parish of Strathblane showing that 
the Barony of Mugdock reached right down 
into the valley.

Watch out for the 
Mugdock Muggers 
launching a bid 
to reclaim the lost 
territory.
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lynn Wishart, Guide leader

Hello from all at 1st Strathblane 
Guides. Before we broke up for 
the summer, our Guides, together 

with others from all over the Forth Valley 
and Stirling Area, took part in a camp.  We 
camped with our friends from Balfron, 
making us part of the largest group with 
just under 50 Guides. The girls really 
enjoyed all the activities. It is a fun part of 
the Guiding year and one that I am sure we 
will take part in for many years to come.

I extend a warm welcome to all our 
new Guides and wish the few that have left, 
good luck for the future. We now have a full 
complement and have a waiting list which 
unfortunately includes some girls from our 
own Brownies whom we are unable to take 
as we do not have enough leaders/helpers.  
Paula and I have started a parent rota and 
look forward to seeing mums and dads on 
their allocated Thursday night. If anyone 
(you do not need to have a daughter in the 
Guides) is interested in helping us on a 
regular basis, please let us know as this will 
allow us not only to increase our numbers 
but also to do more activities and badge 
work. It is a very rewarding past time and 
great fun. Our Guide nights have been very 
busy and varied and will continue to be so 
for the rest of the session, so as much help 
as possible is needed.

Thus far, we have had an aerobics night, 
a snake and reptile evening, which always 

goes down very well with the girls. They 
are great at handling the reptiles and even 
feeding them, which I have to say is more 
than I can do – I am not that brave! The 
Halloween party was a great success with 
some really brilliant costumes made by the 
girls themselves. An evening spent in the 
company of Lynne James, learning about 
Fair Trade, was as always great fun and 
very informative. It is an evening the girls 
look forward to each year. As is tradition, 
we had a ‘sleepover’ and, as most do, this 
turned into a ‘glamour night’, with nails 
being painted, hair straightened (within 
an inch of its life) and other cosmetic/
beautifying treatments taking place.  Many 
sweets were eaten and not much sleep was 
had but it is a great way for the girls to chill 
out and do their own thing.   

At the Charities Coffee morning in 
October (hosted by the Rural) our Guides 
sold goods on behalf of the Scottish Poppy 
Appeal. In November, we once again 
helped with the Fair Trade Coffee Morning 
which is always a pleasure.  Our thanks go 
to Lynne James for organising this.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a big thank you to the Friends of 
the Guides for their hard work at our sale, 
which raised an amazing amount of money. 
This will be used to help keep the Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows operating in the 
village.

Many thanks for all your support.

1st stratHBlane GuIdes

Jane McCallum

We started off this session with an 
outing to Bearsden ski club to do 
some tubing – basically sledging 

in a big rubber tube! We used some of the 
funds we raised from the sponsored village 
clean-up to treat the girls. We were expertly 
looked after by Scott who made sure we all 
had loads of fun. It was certainly a big hit 
with all, leaders included.

As well as taking part in our usual mix 
of crafts and games, some of the Brownies 
completed their Book-lover badge. We 
would like to thank Lynne James for her 
input to this badge and for coming along 
to Brownies on a busy Tuesday evening to 
present the badges to the girls. We’d also 
like to thank Martin McCallum for coming 
to talk to us about his trip to Denali. We 
enjoyed watching his slides and trying on 
some of the clothes and boots he wore on 
the excursion. We were all fascinated (and 
somewhat disgusted) to find out how he 
dried his socks! 

The Brownies took part in the 
Remembrance Day service and we were 
delighted to see so many Brownies in 
church being part of this special day  

We welcomed seven new recruits this 
session and congratulate Rebekah, Hannah, 
Emily, Rachael, Isla, Rebecca and Erin who 
have now said their promise and are fully-

fledged Brownies. Sadly we must 
say goodbye to Abby, Anna, Claire, 
Lauren, Jamie and Niamh who have 
been Brownies for three years and are 
moving up to Guides. We’ll miss them 
but wish them all the best.

As Brownies is currently operating 
a waiting list, please contact Claire (771816) 
or me (771281) if your daughter would 
like to become 
a Brownie, or if 
you would like to 
help in any way.

The following 
is a selection 
of comments 
by some of the 
girls about what 
they like about 
Brownies – 
the tubing trip 
was certainly 
popular:

“We enjoyed 
B r o w n i e s 
because it is 
e n j o y a b l e , 
e d u c a t i o n a l , 
playful with 
good trips 
such as tubing, 
b o w l i n g , 
M c D o n a l d ’s , 
pantos and litter 
pick ups. Sometimes we have games nights 
at Brownies where we get to play lots 
of great games. We have had and still do 
have really nice leaders.” - Niamh, Lauren, 
Jamie, Claire, Abby and Anna.  
“I really like the games. I liked pancake day. 

I liked tubing. I liked Halloween. I liked the 
Alpacas. I liked healthy eating.” - Alice
“In Brownies I really like the trips we go on 
like tubing, the alpaca farm and bowling. 
The games are really fun too. We play time 
bomb, Olly Olly Octopus, tig and lots more. 
On Remembrance day we do a big parade 
and we go to church.” - Grace 
“I really liked when we did the tubing at 

Bearsden ski club. I liked going to the 
Alpaca farm to see how many they had and 
how they looked after them. I enjoy all the 
games but my favourite game is taxi tig. I 
made a friend when I moved into Brownies 
called Anna but unfortunately she’s moving 
up to Guides after Christmas.” - Holly
“I like when we go places and when we play 
games at Brownies. Brownies are so fun.” 
- Erin
“I like sending presents to countries that 
have no presents and doing my promise.” 
- Lucy
“I like to see the alpacas and play games 
at Brownies and go on trips like tubing.” - 
Halle

Brownies went tubing at the Bearsden ski club

Wendy hamilton

The Rainbows have been busy since 
September. We are working towards 
our special ‘Rainbows 21st birthday 

badge’. Each girl will be presented with a 
limited edition badge to commemorate the 
Rainbows 21st year. 

Welcome to Catie, Katie, Abby, Nicole, 
Abby, Lisa, Rowan and Eilidh, who were 
officially enrolled on the 20th November. 
We wave goodbye to our older Rainbows: 
Jeanie, Stella, Anya and Emma, as they 
head off to Brownies.

We will be going to the Pantomime in 
early January - news about that to be issued 
soon.

Merry Christmas to all the Rainbows 
from Sandra and me.

raInBows

Do you ever wonder why 
there isn’t mouse-flavored 

cat food?
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Colin Cresswell

An experimental Scout camp 
organised by Lord Baden Powell 
on Brownsea Island, Dorset in 1907 

was the start of Scouting; and the first 
Scout troop was formed in the village the 
following year exactly 100 years ago (see 
last two issues of the Blane).

On 9 November, after the Remembrance 
Day service, the village Pipe Band led 
the marchers to the Scout Hall where 
refreshments had been organised and an 
open invitation given to anyone who wanted 
to see some of the events recorded by the 
village Scouts over the last 100 years, as 
well as witnessing what Scouts are doing 
today.  

The displays and exhibitions had been 
set up using four rooms in the Scout Hall, 
which was fortunate because all the rooms 
appeared to be full at times.

Pride of place must go to the original 
1908 Minute Book that contained a really 
fascinating insight into Scouting life in 
those days (see June edition for extracts). It 
proved to be a very popular exhibit.

The busiest room was the film show 
expertly put together and very professionally 
presented by Martin and Johanna Shields, 

showing adventures and 
camps over the years 
recorded on photographs, 
old and new – including of 
course the latest camp this 
year – and brilliant visual 
and sound effects.

Also demonstrated was 
the water wheel, which is 
the current big project the 
Scouts have built from 
drawings, and hope to have 
operating very shortly 
when a suitable place 
receives approval. They 
were also seen working for 
their Electronics Badge, 
which also created a great 
deal of interest. 

There were lots of old 
photographs which caused 
great amusement among 
folk recognising sons, fathers, grandfathers 
and even themselves!

A huge ‘thank you’ to Alice Gibson, 
who provided a great deal of the 

memorabilia on show, Morag Roy who 
helped	prepare	the	displays	and	identified	
a lot of the older photographs, Helen 

archie McCallum, Canada

I have been reading the article by Mrs 
Roy regarding Scouting in the village 
with great interest. The article noted 

that there were no records available for 
the years 1934 to 1945 other than a note 
for 1937. While I cannot give the details 
of Scouting in the village during the period 
noted I can assure your readers that both 
the Cubs and Scouts were active at that 
time. 

I was a member of both organizations 
and we did, as Cubs, meet in the school 
in the rooms noted. A Mrs. Anderson led 
the Cubs and we were participants, under 
her guidance, in presenting our best at 
demonstrations in the Edmonstone Hall. 
I have a book initialled by E.M.D.A and 
presented to me for ‘Good Progress as a 
Wolf Cub’ in the 36th Stirlingshire. Our cub 
outfits were purchased in Glasgow and that 
was a trip in itself, although the navy blue 
sweaters were almost without exception 
home-knitted and hand-me-down. Progress 
to the Scouts was automatic and we were 
now under the steady guiding hand of Mr 
A Scott assisted by Mr J McPherson. 

The Scouts also presented their skills 
to the locals in the Edmostone Hall each 
year and it is difficult to remember how 
many people we saved from the back room 
by making bowlines and similar knots and 
dragging the ‘victims’ over the stage to 
safety. 

The annual camp was on Arran, at 
Lamlash, and I remember these holidays 
well, including the preparation and 
transportation of equipment and boys to and 
from Arran by road, rail and boat. Again 
this was all organized by Mr Scott and Mr 
McPherson, who was kindly known by the 

Scouts as ‘Penny Jock’, 
this being the weekly dues 
he collected. 

Field training and 
Kim’s games were the 
order of the day (after 
Kipling), and these 
took place on Craigend 
Moor and in the Scotts’ 
workshop. For the odd 
church parade we dressed 
in all our proud splendour. 
Halloween was celebrated 
by a party also held in the 
Scotts’ workshop. Dooking for apples and 
trying to eat a treacle scone hung from a 
line was a source of merriment, and of wet 
or dirty clothes and faces. The war came 
and it devolved on the authorities to interest 
us in more martial type units giving rise 
to the cadets, and accordingly the scout 
uniform was changed for khaki battle dress 
with the ultimate aim being a regular unit in 
His Majesty’s forces. Scouting was a major 
influence in our young lives and we were 
indeed fortunate with the local leadership 
setting the highest standards and the finest 
of examples.

One of the displays at the Scout Hall on 
Remembrance Sunday

Conlan who made the beautiful ‘100 years 
of Scouting’ cake that was eaten before it 
was photographed (sorry again Morag!), 
and all the helpers who baked, provided 
food and helped on the day to make it the 
success it obviously was.

A final ‘thank you’ to those who donated 
£45.20 to Scout funds on the day.

tHe sCout Centenary
memoraBIlIa on dIsPlay on rememBranCe sunday

memorIes of sCoutInG
fIllInG tHe GaP

David Brown

This is a recent photo taken at the 
Scout/Guide hall and is of some of 
the Hall Management committee (the 

maintenance group) insulating and sheeting 
the inside of the main hall walls..... except 
George (the ideas man)..... he’s ruining a 
perfectly good table. Also at work are Jim 
Kennedy and Lorne Howell. I, of course was 
working away too - just a quick breather to 
take a photograph. These activities are the 
result of jumble fundraisers. And George 
has other plans for us to be busy.

John Gray

SCOTTISH POWER’S programme of 
improvements (Blane June 2008) has been 
given high priority and is now well under 
way. Automation of substation switches 
and most tree clearance is complete. Some 
defect repair work will be co-ordinated with 
the trickier tree clearance jobs in January-
February, during which time residents may 

be supplied from generators.
Plans for a substation at the northern 

end of the village have been delayed due 
to difficulties in identifying a suitable site. 
Anyone with knowledge of spare ground, 
ideally 8 metres by 8 metres, beside the A81 
in the Ballewan area, could pass details via 
the Community Council (Willie Oswald or 
any other member). See page 23 for contact 
numbers.

Power to tHe PeoPle
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karen Wright

After a long day travelling to Accra in 
Ghana we arrived to be welcomed 
by some very impressive thunder 

and lightning storms and the heaviest 
rain I have ever seen. We were met at the 
airport by a representative from Projects 
Abroad, who was extremely friendly and 
welcoming; and given our first taste of 
driving Ghana-style. Seven of us, 
and seven very large rucksacks, 
were packed into a taxi, cracked 
windscreen and battered doors 
included, and sent to the director’s 
house in Accra where we were to 
spend the night before travelling to 
Koforidua the following morning. 

Our introduction on the first 
night gave us a bit of a shock as we 
were given a bed and a small plastic 
sachet of water and told we would be 
picked up at five the next morning. 
We were very glad of each other’s 
company as we were left very unsure 
of where we were or what would 
be happening the next day. There 
was, however, no need to worry as 
the next day we were met by some 
more very lively and entertaining local 
representatives of Projects Abroad, who 
sang us a welcoming song and helped us 
find our feet in the town where we would 
be staying for the next month. 

I and my two friends with whom I 
travelled were placed with a local family 
in what turned out to be a very luxurious 
house compared to the mud huts allocated 
to many other volunteers. The family were 
all extremely friendly and made us feel at 
home from the very first day. 

Washing out of a bucket of water from a 
very sparse supply was probably the biggest 
shock, as well as having a very limited 
electricity supply – and fish stew with 
fried banana for dinner. I think I was still 
switching light switches on and wondering 
why they wouldn’t work in my last week. 
It certainly showed me how much I take 
for granted at home, even turning the tap 
on and seeing running water. We got used 
to brushing our teeth from plastic bags of 
water and flushing the toilets by pouring 
buckets of water down them. 

local hospital
We started working in our local hospital 
the day after we arrived. The physiotherapy 

department itself was better equipped than 
I had imagined but still very limited and 
also short staffed. The unit was staffed 
by three physiotherapists and three 
physiotherapy assistants; however, until 
shortly before we arrived, there had only 
been	one	qualified	physiotherapist.

The unit was unlike anything that 
we have experienced in Scotland and we 
found their way of working very hard to 

adjust to. Their methods of treatment are 
very different from those we use here and 
the disinterest and poor attitudes of some 
of the staff were very surprising. The 
physiotherapists gave no hands-on treatment 
and all patients received electrotherapy and 
were then left to their own devices in the 
gym, no matter how immobile. 

It was also shocking to see the staff 
watching TV in the waiting room while 
their patients struggled on. Over the first 
few days we took a step back and watched 
how things worked in the department; 
however, as the first week passed we began 
to get ourselves more involved in treatment 
and put some of our own ideas across. 

Sharing ideas
The patients were not given an initial 
assessment; instead the physiotherapists 
guessed what their condition might be and 
gave a very standard treatment programme 
based on electrotherapy and exercise. 
We initiated many assessments ourselves 
and discussed other possibilities with 
the physiotherapists and compared how 
different conditions were treated in the UK 
and Ghana. We found the physiotherapists 
to be very unsure of themselves. Initially 
we	 found	 it	 difficult	 being	 asked	 for	
advice from them when we are so used to 
being under constant assessment on our 
placements at home.

It was very difficult to see how many 
conditions so easily treated at home 
were left for so long that many changes 
were irreversible and patients suffered 
unnecessarily. I found one of the biggest 
challenges was using my imagination to 
alter treatments according to the equipment 
(or lack of it) available to me. 

The patients were extremely grateful 
for any help we could offer them. Although 
most did not speak English, we were able 
to learn some of the local language and 

communicate through sign language and 
demonstrations. This definitely improved 
my communication skills to a level which 
I could not have attained on a placement in 
Scotland. 

an eye-opening experience
The four weeks spent working in Koforidua 
Regional Hospital were eye-opening and 
very enjoyable but also very frustrating. 
We	 found	 it	 difficult	 to	 speak	 up	 when	
treatments being given were known by us 
to be inappropriate or dangerous, but found 
that	doing	so	improved	our	confidence	as	
well as the patients’ treatment - which they 
were paying for.  The lack of hygiene in 
the hospitals was very shocking to us as 
disinfectant is not supplied to the hospital 
and hand washing facilities are extremely 
rare. The staff were very grateful for our 
donations of alcohol hand gel when we 
left. 

We found that we had to be very 
open-minded and engage in the Ghanaian 
culture. Westerners are a very rare sight 
and we attracted a lot of attention wherever 
we went; this was a bit overwhelming at 
times and took a bit of getting used to. 

Every Thursday we worked in the 
community, visiting local schools and 
inspecting and dressing wounds in local 
school children. It was difficult witnessing 
the poverty suffered by many of the children 
but also extremely rewarding work. 

During our weekends we also managed 
to travel around Ghana and even spent a 
night sleeping in the rainforest under only 
a mosquito net. We hand-fed wild monkeys 
and walked over a walkway built above the 
rainforest canopy. All experiences I will 
never forget. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my month 
working in Ghana; it was an unforgettable 
experience which could not have happened 
without the support of many local people 
and businesses. Thank you all for your help 
and support!

PHysIotHeraPy tHe Hard way 
In GHana

Karen Wright with a patient.

The Big Balfron Christmas Coffee 
Day will take place on Monday 15th 
December and the whole of Balfron 

High School, along with all of the local 
communities, are invited to try and raise 
over £12,000 for the Teenager Cancer 
Trust charity.  We (the pupils) are asking 
everyone in the school – teachers included 
– to contribute baking for this mammoth 
event!  

As we are expecting a vast number of 
people, we will need all the cakes we can 
get, so a small contribution from everyone 
would be much appreciated.  We would 
also be grateful for other items such as tea 
bags, coffee, milk, hot chocolate. plastic 
cups, etc.  We are hoping this will be the 
biggest event of the year, so please donate 
as much as you can for the occasion and 
make the festive season merry for all.

The queue for treatment. BIG  Balfron 
CHrIstmas 
Coffee day
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H o m e  v i s i t s  c a n  b e 
a r r a n g e d  t o  s u i t

slaCKdHu 
stone 
marKer

Someone has asked 
about the stone 
dated 1848 and 

marked with a D and a B 
and which stands at the 
top of the Campsie cliffs 
known as Slackdhu.

Bob Sharp wrote 
about it in the Blane 
of July 2002; a friend 
discovered it by accident, 
almost submerged in 
boggy ground, and dug it 

out and set it on a secure base where it obviously still stands. With help from Angus 
Graham of Ballewan, Bob established that it, with several others that lie in a line 
between Slackdhu and Earl’s Seat, with a dog leg to Graham’s Cairn, is a marker 
stone set at the boundary of Ballewan and Duntreath estates.

Photographs, taken by Donald Cumming, show the marker stone 
against the backdrop of Dumfoyn, Dumgoyne (known to many 
local residents of a certain age as ‘the elephant’), Loch Lomond 
and the Arrochar Alps.

CraIGallIan fIre

We have learned from Iain Grieve (see September 
issue) that, following a satisfactory meeting with 
the landowner, Duncan McFarlane, and with other 

interested people, progress is being made on erecting a plaque at 
the site of the Craigallian Fire (marked with a small red flag on 
the map above). The sandstone slab that was the base of the Fire 
will be raised at an angle and the plaque will be mounted on it.

Dougie Flynn, Countryside Ranger, has discovered an 
interpretation panel that was produced some years ago by Loch 
Lomond National Park to mark the site and which was never 
used. It is in the same style as that of other panels along the 
West Highland Way. The wording, however, needs to be altered 
and this is being discussed at the moment. The wording on the 
plaque will also need to be worked out in conjunction with the 
panel. It is hoped that there will be an appropriate ceremony 
some time in the new year to commemorate the Fire and all 
those who gathered around it over many years.

© Crown copyright NC/A7
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lynda eastcroft

As many of you may know, Scottish Ballet are 
moving to new premises in the spring of 2009. This 
will provide new training facilities for Scotland’s 

talented young dancers but it will also provide an Education 
Centre so that 25,000 people each year can experience and 
learn about dance and performance. As a dancing school, 
we have been raising funds towards this new facility.

We started off in June by having a raffle at our annual 
dancing display in the Mitchell theatre.

During the summer break, my family “did” the West 
Highland Way and some friends kindly sponsored us for 
this.

To finish off our fund raising we had a non-uniform day 
during the last week of October. This was a great success 
and helped us to pass our target of £500.

In all, we have raised a total of £580.00. Thanks to all 
pupils and parents who have supported this.

The Lunch Club helpers enjoyed their 
pre-Christmas lunch at Mugdock Garden 
Centre. A big thank you to the Lunch 
Club attendees who donated the wine and 
ensured that the helpers were able to toast 
them all. 

Pictured are: l to r (standing) Andrea 
MacLean, Freda Hamilton, Sheena Turner, 
Joan McDougall, Pauline Dabydeen, Jane 
Early, Jo Patrick; (seated) Rosemary 
Morris, Mary Marshall, Joyce Simpson 
and Liz Kerr.

The Lunch Club meets every Wednesday 
in the Edmonstone Hall for lunch, a cup of 
tea and a blether. 

This picture is pretty conclusive: Alastair Smith is away with the fairies. So he saw 
Tinkerbell - or was it Julia Roberts - but standing on the back of a dragonfly? I don’t 
think so. But then, the camera never lies! Where was he when he had this episode? Does 
he even know himself? Answer on back page.

turnInG tHe 
taBles
lunCH CluB 
HelPers treated

The pre-school dancing class looking cute and dressed for Hallowe’en. 
Back row left to right: Anna Baxter, Lucie McCutcheon, Iris Klenka, 
Martha McCarron, Jennifer Low. Front row: Sophie Leslie, Sophie 
Armour, Morven Jones, Sacha Meffen, Rachel Jack

danCInG sCHool
fund-raIsInG suCCess as 
tarGet Passed
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Michael O’Donnell

Mugdock residents put on their wellies and got their 
spades out of the sheds on the 26th October to get 
involved in the inaugural ‘Blooming Mugdock’ bulb 

planting event.
 Hardy volunteers planted over 1000 bulbs on the roadside 

verges through the village.
Ian Boardley, Chair of the Mugdock Association (pictured) 

said, “Given this was our first event of this sort, we are 
delighted with our achievement. The new committee is keen 
to put on events which bring the villagers together more and 
on this occasion have the bonus of an enhanced environment 
as will be witnessed in the springtime. Our thanks must go to 
Mugdock Plantaria, CBC builders and all villagers who kindly 
donated bulbs and who planted them!”

Ian Boardley, Chair of the Mugdock Association, leading by 
example in the Blooming Mugdock bulb planting event.

Volunteers Karen and David McLennan

BloomInG muGdoCK
over 1000 BulBs Planted for 
sPrInG dIsPlay

John Watson presents June Campbell with her prize of a 
bottle of Chivas Regal Special Reserve and displays the 
original Blane Valley News coloured version (see page 2).
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Above: the Remembrance Day parade from the War Memorial to the Parish Church. 
Left: egg runs down the Memorial just a few days before the Parade (see page 2). 

CHanGe of faCes at Browns

Bob and Hardi Singh have taken over Browns and are keeping 
the name. Inside there are lots of changes, not just the faces, and 
Bob and Hardi invite everyone in the community to come and see 
what they are doing. You will find a warm welcome.

Jim Smith and Gordon Blackadder are experienced 
butchers; Jim has managed several shops over the years 
and Gordon has run his own successful business.
      They make their own sausages, pies and cook their 
own hams. They are extending the range of produce –Jim 
says,“We are here to sell quality meat at a reasonable 
price – discounts are available for large orders.”

Ian and Christine have been familiar faces for many years and Ian 
looks forward to a long retirement and the chance to lie in beyond 
4.30 on the odd morning. Christine is far too young to retire.

See report 
on page 18
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The prices of 
telescopes such as 

this Nikon “could 
induce serious 

heartburn”

Avian
binoculars

Dhl

Occasionally I am asked for advice 
on the ‘tools of the trade’ for young 
and not so young bird-watchers. 

Obviously, apart from adequate clothing 
particularly in the type of climate we 
‘enjoy’ here in the valley, the key tool is 
a good pair of binoculars and, if you get 
really hooked on the hobby, a satisfactory 
telescope. The choices are vastly superior 
to those facing me in days gone bye.   

FIelD OF VIeW
First considering binoculars, the three 

most important features are field of view, 
magnification and light gathering power. 
Field of view is critically important to 
the novice observer, after all there is no 
point in having the best instruments in 
the world if you cannot train them rapidly 
onto the subject in hand. My initial pair of 
binoculars, purchased with hard earned 
pocket money early in mid 20th century, 
had a field of view similar to that one 
would experience looking through the 
pair of cardboard tubes left when two 
rolls of kitchen paper towels have run out 
(or even the toilet paper equivalent should 
you so desire). In other words, the field 
of view was abysmal. However in those 
days that was all that was available so one 
made do and in fact became quite adept at 
spotting fast moving birds with such poor 
equipment. Luckily this is no longer the 
case and modern binoculars generally have 
excellent properties in this regard. As with 
most things, the more you spend the better 
the standard you can achieve but even the 
modern small pocket binoculars are a vast 
improvement over my original pair.    

MaGNIFICaTION
One of the most crucial things to assess 

before parting with your cash is the amount 
of magnification you desire. At first sight the 
novice will say ‘the bigger, the better’ but 
this is most definitely not the case. Think 
on it for just a moment. In bird-watching 
you are hand holding your binoculars and 
attempting to move them smoothly but 
rapidly to catch a fast moving bird in flight. 
Thus you need a broad field of view with 
minimum distortion of the image due to 
shake. Large magnification binoculars give 
bigger images than smaller magnifications 
but at the vast cost of seriously restricted 
fields of view, much poorer light gathering 
potential and serious blurring of 
moving images.  Remember, 
all your movements will 
be magnified as well 
as your birds. If you 
purchase binoculars 
with a magnification 
exceeding x10 they 
will prove virtually 
useless in the field. So, 
whatever you do, please 
do not fall into the trap of 
being tempted by the adverts 
which portray the ‘world’s smallest 
binocular with the biggest magnification’. If 
you do, your purchase will be totally useless 
for bird-watching, or indeed for anything 
other than (very) amateur astronomy when 
mounted on a sturdy tripod. Stick to a 

magnification of x8 and you will not be 
disappointed.

lIGhT GaTherING
Light gathering power is a function 

both of the quality of the optics themselves 
and the size of the objective lenses (the 
ones further away from 
your eyes). Other things 
being equal the greater 
the size of the objective 
lenses the better the 
light-gathering power. 
Binoculars are usually 
described by two numbers: 
eg. 10x50, 8x40, 7x25 etc. The 
first number is the magnification 
and the second the diameter of the 
objective lenses in millimetres. Divide 
the second figure by the first and you get 
an approximation to the light gathering 
power of the instrument. Thus in the above 
examples the measure of the light gathering 
powers are 5, 5 and 3.6 respectively; the 
first two will be equal in light gathering 
power and superior to the third. However 
the first is likely to be the heaviest and the 
third the lightest. ‘You pays your money 
and you makes your choice’!

My own preference is for an 8x40 as 
being the best general purpose compromise.  
If you are focussed only on woodland 
species then go for a better field of view 
and lower magnification 
such as 7x40, and if you 
prefer sea watching go 
for a larger model (10x40-
50). For individual bird-
watchers the market 
caters for all types. 
Three broad categories 
of binoculars must be 
considered. The small 
‘pocket’ types usually 
around 7x25 or even 
8x30 are now remarkably 
good buys, and can be left in glove boxes 
in the car for emergency use. These retail 
around £99 but can be had from mail order 
companies for £69 or so.  A small Canon 
or Olympus will serve you well for many 
years. They are not so good in poor light 
and at dusk but otherwise are perfectly 
functional at the price. Do get a pair with 
a central spindle and not one of the little 
ones with two spindles near each eyepiece 
as they are too difficult to manipulate when 
needed rapidly. 

Medium binoculars are in widespread 
use and are many and varied. The latest 

reviews in magazines such as ‘Bird-
Watching’ are worth consulting 
before purchasing as are websites 
such as warehouse express and 
ace optics both of which carry a 
large range at reasonable prices 
(£140-300). The Avian range by 
Ace Optics is a particularly good 
buy at present.

Top of the range models such as 
those by Canon, Nikon, Leica and 
Swarovski are superb optics and 

are noticeably superior to cheaper models 
but the differences are significant mainly 
in poor light conditions and at dusk. Given 
their cost of around £1000 they are best left 
for the experts.

Telescopes are another item for the keen 
bird-watcher particularly those interested 
in sea birds, in large wary species such 
as geese, and/or in photography. So called 
‘digi-scoping’ is all the rage nowadays. 
Here bird-watchers can use their telescopes 
in conjunction with a digital camera to 

produce passable photos 
of birds in their natural 
settings. Seek exert 
advice before buying if 
you wish to do this. If 
you wish primarily to 
use your telescope for 
watching birds the key 
issues are magnification, 
light gathering power 
and portability. 
Magnification is best 
around 20–25x. Some 
telescopes have zoom 
lenses which magnify 

up to 60x, however at such magnifications 
shake and atmospheric blurring can 
cause significant distortion and become a 
problem even when using them on a tripod. 
In considering the cost of purchasing a 
telescope you must also add in the cost of 
a tripod as there is no way you can use a 
telescope effectively without one.

Telescopes come in three broad 
categories. The small spotting telescopes 
which are cheaper, lighter and less effective 

except if you are regularly going abroad 
and wish to take them with you in your 
(restricted) baggage allowance. I have 
not found these to be very useful here 
in Scotland.  

Perfectly good medium telescopes 
are manufactured by Opticron, Optolyth 
and Kowa amongst many others and vary 
in price around £350 upwards to £500 
or more. These can be purchased from 
the web-sites quoted above but you are 
best to try handling them first; so do go 
to one of the local RSPB reserves such 

as Vane Farm in Kinross or Lochwinnoch 
to try them out before purchase. There you 
wwill also see tripods to go along with the 
telescope.  These can be either aluminium 
(~£90-150) or carbon fibre models the latter 
being much lighter and significantly more 
expensive to purchase (at ~ £150-200). You 
may think I am over-emphasing weight; 
however once you have lugged a telescope 
and its tripod together with your food and 
binoculars over the hills for a few miles 
you will be grateful for this caution, I can 
assure you!

Finally you might wish to consider the 
top of the range models from Nikon, 

Swarovski and Leica but before you do I 
should warn you that the prices could induce 
serious heartburn, so I advise leaving these 
magnificent	 instruments	 to	 the	 seriously	
addicted, experienced bird-watcher for 
now.

The good news is that the huge 
developments in optics over the last few 
decades have revolutionised the subject and 
the enthusiast is really very lucky now in the 
high quality achieved for a relatively modest 
financial outlay.  Moreover, if taken care of, 
their new purchase is likely to last for a life-
time and result in many hours and years of 
pleasure.

tools of tHe BIrd-watCHInG trade

Piccolo 8x21 
pocket binoculars
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hardi Singh

My brother Bob and I 
were first interested in 
Browns about a year 

ago. Bob is married with three 
children, has been running the 
Milngavie Mini Market for 
the past 20 years. He has vast 
experience in the retail sale and 
knows what the people in  the 
area are looking for. When he 
first bought the Mini Market it 
was a business that needed a lot 
of work done – now it is a shop 
that is used by all the locals. 
Since taking over Browns, Bob 
has introduced different wines, 
breads and other specialities. 

One of Bob’s great practices is the wine 
tasting nights which he hopes to introduce 
to Browns of Strathblane.

Over the past 20 years, I have helped 
Bob at certain times but I have also run 
my own shop, firstly in Rannoch Drive, 
Bearsden, again a local shop. At that time 
both of us stayed at home with our parents 
in Bearsden. I was in the shop at Rannoch 
Drive for about nine years and my priority 
was to keep the produce fresh. At the same 
time I opened a newsagents at Bearsden 
Cross which was holding its own within 
a year. After selling both these shops I 
bought a shop in Clydebank, a small busy 
newsagent in the heart of the shopping 
centre.

I am also married and have two 
children. I saw, with Bob, the potential in 
Browns. However, the Post Office was a 
different kind of challenge for us and we 
both had to attend a two week course at 
the Post Office Training Centre. Having 
successfully satisfied the Centre that we 
were reliable and competent to operate the 
Post Office, the next step was to come to an 
agreement with Ian Brown who was very 
supportive and helpful. He advised Bob 
on how to manage the butcher shop which 

will be a very important part 
of the business. Jim Smith the 
butcher has been working with 
Gordon Blackadder for the last 
month. Between the two of 
them they have vast experience 
of how a butcher shop should 
be. Jim and Gordon are now 
taking Christmas orders at the 
butchers.

The shop has already been 
stocked and trade is doing 
well. The opening hours have 
been extended.

Mon – Sat:  7am – 7pm
Sun:  7am – 3pm

Fresh fruit and vegetables are also 
available, as well as fresh dairy products.

Bobby Poole, who has been employed 
in the shop, is still involved in our plans 
for the shop. 

Bob and I are hoping the local 
community, when using the shop, can 
confidently approach us if they have any 
suggestions or complaints.

archie McCallum, Canada

There were two families of Brown in 
Strathblane, cousins, and both stayed 
in Park Terrace. The family, who 

owned the butcher’s shop, were located in 
the middle of the terrace in a ground floor 
apartment.  There were two boys, Stuart 
the younger, and Jack the elder.

Their parent’s Christian names I do not 
know. Stuart took piano lessons much to 
our amusement. The family had two stores.  
The general store was run by Mrs. Woods 
who was Stuart’s granny, or so I believe.  
She supplied the basic family needs and her 
shop was in the block at the foot of the Old 
Brae, on the south end, as was the Brown’s 
butcher shop, probably side by side, with a 
garage adjoining. The butcher shop, owned 
by Mr. Brown the father, located as noted 
above, was in existence during my stay 
in Strathblane, and supplied meat to the 
surounding area by van, in competition 
with Johnny Paton from Killearn who also 
canvassed the village and the area up to 
Craigend Castle. 

The Browns supplied the meat for the 
High School lunches and Stuart carried 
the day’s supply in a wicker basket on the 

have you any old photos? We were 
unable to find any and would be glad 

to hear from you.

Browns shop is 
closed. Long live 
Browns. After four 

generations in the business, 
the Brown family have 
sold the grocer and butcher 
business to Bob and Hardi 
Singh. The Singh brothers, 
recognising the years in 
which the shop has been 
a part of the community, 
have retained the name.

The great grandmother 
of Christine and Ian, Mrs 
M Wood, took over the 
shop around the time of 
the First World War from 
Mrs Annie Currie. Great 
grandfather, Mr James 
Wood, served as village 
postman delivering the mail by pony and 
trap. (Surely someone has a photograph of 
that – let us know if you have.) At that time 
the post office was in Dumbrock Road (see 
photo in March edition of the Blane, page 
14) and in 1955, that closed and was moved 
into the grocery shop. Granny Woods was 
grocer. Her daughter Catherine Woods 
married John Brown, Ian and Christine’s 
grandfather,) and their father Jack inherited 
the business and he and his wife Esther ran 
it during his lifetime, the latter helping out 
in the grocery shop. 

Directly opposite the shop – and many 
residents of a certain age will remember 
it – there was a large shed where tea was 
served and wedding receptions were held. 
Eventually it was reduced in size and 
became a bakery between 1970 and 1982, 
although latterly only pies were produced.

Originally two separate shops – a 
grocer and a butcher - an extension was put 
on about 40 years ago and the two knocked 
into one.

Ian started work there when he was 
about 12 years old. He was a most reluctant 
helper, having to work when his friends were 
playing football; he used to run away when 
he could – even school was preferable to 
working in the shop! He deliberately failed 
his exams in the hope of having to stay on 
at school to avoid working in the butcher’s. 
(That’ s the best excuse I’ve heard - Ed) He 
officially started work when he left school 
and has remained there ever since.

Christine started work in the Post Office 
in the mid-80s, and her sister Mary also 
worked in the Post office for a while before 
her. They have had lots of laughs over the 
years and are already missing everybody. 
Ian actually managed to have a long lie 
until 6.30 the other day; he used to have 
to get up at 4.30am! Now, at last, after fifty 
years in the butcher shop, he has managed 
to run away. We wish them both well.

IaN aND ChrISTINe WOUlD 
lIke TO ThaNk all TheIr 

CUSTOMerS

as I rememBer It

Browns Closes
end of an era &
start of a new ...and oPens

school bus. We changed buses at Killearn 
and you may well imagine Stuart with his 
meat amidst a host 
of wild kids. 

The Browns 
had a motor-car in 
which we would 
go to Firhill to see 
Partick Thistle 
play. 

Across the road 
was a building 
which housed a 
cold storage facility 
and I would guess 
whole cuts of meat 
were stored therein, 
but I cannot now be 
sure. The Brown 
brothers were in 
the scouts and I remember camps in Arran 
with both of them in attendance, with Jack 
as a scout leader. Jack would have been 5 
or 6 years older than Stuart and was not 
in our gang. I presume the elder son Jack 
inherited the business.

Bobby Poole will continue to work 
in Browns

See colour photographs 
on page 16
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Castle reCIPe
Julie edmonstone

DeVIlleD TUrkey leGS

The downside of cooking your turkey whole is 
that a) it takes sooo long and b) you run the risk 
of perfectly cooked legs and dry overdone breast 
meat! every year I remove the legs of the turkey and cook them in this easy (some 
would say cheating) devil sauce which means the remaining breast – still on its 
carcass – needs only 1½ hours covered in tin foil to cook to tender perfection – 
don’t forget to rest for half-an-hour before carving. actually the devilled chunks 
are really popular!

Like cottage pie, devilled meat tastes much better reheated so do this a day or 
two before Christmas: remove the legs and pull/cut into bite size chunks, mix into 
the following sauce and place in a bowl to marinate for a few hours before cooking 
in the oven for about an hour.

Simmer together all the following ingredients in whatever proportion seems 
right to you:

Tins of strong tomato passata, pasta sauce or similar.  This is the base, to which 
add tomato ketchup, chopped onion, wine vinegar, brown sugar, crushed garlic, 
mustard and Worcester sauce.

It only needs warming through on the day. 
Cries of ‘what a good idea!’ Serenity!

Mary Brailey

Fuchsias have 
long been 
an admired 

stalwart of 
containers and 
hanging baskets. 
But did you 
know that they were first discovered in 
the Caribbean in the late 17th century by 
a French scientist hunting for quinine to 
combat malaria in Europe? The scientist 
named his find after a 16th-century German 
botanist, Leonard Fuchs.

The fuchsia, which has been described 
as the most carefully spelt plant of all 
time, was the subject of a talk by Professor 
Stephen Phillips at the gardening club’s 
October meeting. Stephen brought along 
and described many different types of 
fuchsias, explained how to look after 
them and prepare them for winter, and 
demonstrated how to propagate them. At 
the end he sold them to club members to 
raise funds for the St Andrews Clinics for 
Children.

The club’s Christmas fundraiser will 
take place on Friday 12 December in 
Edmonstone Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm start.

The first meeting of the New Year 
will feature an illustrated talk from Sue 
Thornley called ‘Mainly in the Mani – 
Spring and Autumn Flowers Found in 
the Greek Peloponnese’. The programme 
continues with ‘Plants for Retirement’ on 
27 February and ‘My Worst Gardening 
Mistakes’ on 27 March. The Annual 
General Meeting on 24 April will be 
preceded by a garden visit.

All meetings are on Fridays at 7.30 in 
the Kirkrooms. New members are welcome 
at any time, and non-members can come 
along to meetings for a £2 visitor’s fee.

GardenInG CluB

Susan MacDonald

For many gardeners autumn is their 
favourite season, with trees showing 
a positive firework of colours.

After a very wet October I think the 
witches at Hallowe’en finally cast a spell 
to give us some crisp, cold but dry days 
with lots of sunshine.  This has allowed 
gardeners to finish with the autumn clear-
up – lifting fallen leaves from the grass 
before they turn to a soggy mess. If you 
have a garden vac this makes the task much 
easier and it also makes a great toy for the 
‘boys’. Another useful electrical item for 
this time of year is a scarifier. You will 
be amazed at the amount of thatch, made 
up of dead grass that comes out of your 
lawn. Do not worry if you do not have a 
scarifier - a spring back rake will do the 
job; it just requires a bit more effort. The 
grass benefits greatly from this treatment 
allowing it to breathe and grow healthier 
roots. Do also remember that if  there has 
been a frost, avoid walking on the grass as 
footprints turn brown after the thaw and 
stay like that for weeks afterwards.

Amazing colour can 
be achieved and enjoyed 
by carefully selecting 
plants at their best 
at this time of year.  
These colours 
mainly come from 
foliage and fruit but 
there are also some 
beautiful flowers 
in brilliant reds and 
oranges. Amelanchier is 
a good example. A smallish 
tree suitable for most gardens, grown for 
its terrific leaves and flowers, and gives 
a good show in autumn when the leaves 
turn reddish-purple before falling. Another 
candidate, not so widely grown now, is 
Rhus Typhina (Stag’s Horn). The leaves are 
quite dazzling, turning yellow through to 
vivid orange and red.

Winter can be an interesting time to 
observe the form and architecture of the 
plants in gardens. When the hoar frost has 
coated them, they sparkle to good effect on 
bright winter days – so do get out there and 
make the most of them.

To combat darker winter days it is an 
idea to include some plants, preferably 
visible from indoors, to brighten up the 
wintry scene. Hellebores are perfect for 
this, defying the cold and wet to produce 
wonderful flowers in shades of pure white, 
yellow and pink to deep maroon. Cut away 
a lot of the larger leaves surrounding the 
clump to enjoy the view of the flowers. Other 
winter plants you may wish to consider are 
Mahonia x media (Charity) with evergreen 
leaves and sprays of bright yellow flowers. 
Dogwoods, grown for their coloured stems, 
Choisya ternate with bright leaves and 
Epimediums for ground cover.  Remember 
that what you plant now you will be able to 
see and enjoy all winter long.

If you wish to increase your stock of 
shrubs, or have your eye on a plant in a 

friend/neighbour’s garden, you could 
try taking hardwood cuttings. With 
secateurs, cut stems about as long 

as a pencil and as thick as possible 
from the most recent season’s 
growth. Cut straight at the top and 
sloping at the bottom so you know 
which way is up! Trim off side 
shoots and leaves and put into 
a pot of compost leaving a few 
centimetres showing. Keep this 

moist and sheltered and by spring 
they will have roots and new buds. 

Suitable plants for hardwood cuttings are 
box, soft fruit bushes, dogwoods, forsythia 
and honeysuckle.

season of 
mIsts and 
mellow 
fruItfulness

Finally, if you have a real tree at 
Christmas, please do recycle it. This way it 
turns into compost to enrich someone else’s 
garden. Think of it as a gift to them.

I hope Santa is good to all you keen 
gardeners and brings you lots of garden 
goodies. Put your feet up for a while and 
enjoy the winter wonderland outside.

A Good Gardening New Year to you 
all.

ChrISTMaS IS COMING
Friday 12 December

edmonstone hall
7.00pm for 7.30pm

Demonstration	of	festive	floral	displays	
and cooking by Janette Tennant and 

Sheila McKinlay.
Mulled wine and mince pies

Tickets £5 from Mary Marshall (770396

Do you ever wonder why 
the man who invests all 
your money is called a 

broker?
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Running for part of their way through 
Strathendrick in West Stirlingshire, 
the Forth & Clyde Junction Railway 

(F&CJR), the Blane Valley Railway (BVR) 
and its continuation as the Strathendrick & 
Aberfoyle Railway (S&AR) were fairly 
typical of the many speculative lines built 
in Scotland during the mid 19th century. 
All three lines are long gone having never 
lived up to the expectations of investors, in 
particular for capturing a major share of the 
tourist routes opening up to Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs.

The beginnings of the BVR and the 
S&AR could be said to date back to 
1848, with the opening of the Campsie 
Branch Line (Lenzie to Lennoxtown) of 
the Edinburgh & Glasgow Railway. The 
Edinburgh & Glasgow amalgamated with 
the North British Railway in 1865. Two 
years later the BVR extended the branch 
line from Lennoxtown to the outskirts of 
Killearn, the terminus station later renamed 
Killearn (Old) and finally Dumgoyne. Lack 
of capital prevented a planned continuation 
further north. It fell to yet another company 
- the S&AR - to push forward a connection 
between the BVR at Killearn and the 
F&CJR near Gartness, then sharing F&CJR 
rails eastbound to Buchlyvie before taking 
off independently again for Aberfoyle 
which was seen as the holiday gateway to 
the Trossachs. The combined line from 
Lenzie Junction to Aberfoyle - less than 
28 miles long yet involving four different 
railway companies - opened for passenger 
traffic in October 1882. Right from the start 
both the BVR and the S&AR were worked 
on their behalf by the North British, but in 
1891 this major company absorbed the two 
small railways, together referred to as the 
Blane Valley Line from then onwards.

The Big houses
Particularly associated with country 

lines in 19th century Scotland was the 
influence exerted on company affairs 
by what railway historian John Thomas 
described as ‘the big house’. In the cases of 
the F&CJR and BVR where they made their 
way through Strathendrick, the occupants 
of the big houses were titled personages 
with baronial-style residences - Buchanan 
Castle near Drymen and Duntreath Castle 

in Strathblane. By being willing to 
make land available for building the 
line, the owner of the big house with a 
large country estate was often offered 
a seat on the railway company’s board 
of directors and invariably privileged 
treatment for him and his family when 
travelling by rail. The nearest station 
to the big house became in effect a 
private fiefdom. On being notified of 
the noble family’s intention to travel on a 
certain day and time, the Station Master 
was expected to hold himself in readiness 
to open and shut their carriage doors, 
ensuring that their baggage was carried on 
or off the train. Personal attention from the 
station staff could also extend to individual 
guests and shooting parties destined for 
the big house. When word was received 
that royalty were about to travel on the 
line, the big house-led preparations would 
move up a gear. Even if the royal train was 
only passing through the district without 
stopping, the station would be festooned 
with bunting and, on the actual day, the 
platforms lined with 
flag-waving tenants 
and estate staff.

edward Prince 
of Wales and 
the Grand Duke 
Michael of russia

Travelling by 
the overnight train 
from Kings Cross 
on Monday 11 
September 1899, 
Edward Prince of 
Wales arrived in 
Edinburgh early 
on the following 
morning. At Retford en route he had been 

joined by his nephew - His Imperial 
Highness the Grand Duke Michael 
Alexandrovich of Russia, younger 
brother of Tsar Nicholas II. After 
reaching Lenzie from Edinburgh, 
the royal saloon carriage completed 
the final leg of the journey on the 
Blane Valley Line. A large number 
of people were present when the 
train arrived at Blanefield Station. 
The local paper reported with some 
surprise that the Prince actually 
opened the door of his compartment 
himself, not waiting for this humble 
service to be carried out by his 
equerry or one of the station staff. 
The by now rather portly Edward 

did not have to climb over the station’s 
steep footbridge however, for a red cloth-
covered wooden gangway was slid into 
position over the intervening rails. Cheers 
rang out from the crowd as the royal party 
was received by their host Sir Archibald 
Edmonstone and, following the usual 
presentations, the Prince, the Grand Duke 
and the other guests were taken by carriage 
to Duntreath Castle.

The Prince’s party left Duntreath 

on Saturday 16th and, after yet more 
presentations at Blanefield Station, travelled 
to Gartness Junction and from there by the 
F&CJR to Stirling, where the royal saloon 
carriage was coupled to an express train 
heading for Aberdeen.

It would not have escaped the attention 
of society rumour-mongers that amongst 
the house guests was the latest lady in the 
heir to the throne’s life - Mrs Alice Keppel, 
sister of Sir Archibald Edmonstone.

With the death of Queen Victoria in 
January 1901, the next time that Edward 
visited Duntreath in the full public gaze, it 
would be as the crown head of the country.

king edward VII
When King 

Edward came to 
Duntreath for a 
weekend starting 
Saturday 11 
September 1909, 
the police were 
out in force when 
the royal saloon 
carriage needed to 
be transferred from 
the Edinburgh-
Glasgow line at 
Lenzie. To ensure 
the Blane Valley 
Line ahead was 

clear, a pilot engine preceded the royal train 
as it made its way to Blanefield Station. The 
reason for the additional security measures 
was not given, but ongoing troubles in 
Ireland may have given cause for concern 
to those responsible for the monarch’s 
safety.

The stationmaster at Blanefield being 
a noted horticulturist, the station itself 
was colourfully decked-out with flowers, 
including a crown design made up of the 
choicest blooms. An enthusiastic crowd 
greeted Edward as he stepped down from 
his compartment to be welcomed by Sir 
Archibald Edmonstone and the Duke of 
Montrose. The King and the other house-
guests then made their way to the waiting 
motor cars. The reporter covering the 
story particularly noted the presence of the 
Hon. Mrs Keppel in the second of the cars 
heading for Duntreath Castle.

The King’s departure from Duntreath 
two days later once more drew a good 
number of spectators. Gone, however, was 
the military guard of honour which had 
so added to the pageantry of earlier royal 
visits to the area. The best that could be 
mustered on the day was the local troop of 
boy scouts. On leaving Blanefield Station 

wHen royalty GraCed 
stratHendrICK’s raIlways
John Mitchell from Drymen produced a paper on Strathendrick’s railways that 
was published in Scottish Local History issue 70 in 2007. He has kindly allowed us 
to reproduce some extracts below.

Blanefield Station

Awaiting the arrival of King Edward VII at 
Blanefield Station

Duntreath Castle as it was
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The Royal visit to Duntreath in September 1909. King Edward VII 
sits in the centre with Alice Keppel’s daughter Sonia (grandmother 
of Camilla Parker Bowles) by his left knee. Her elder daughter 
Violet sits on the extreme rright.

1st left - The Hon. George Keppel (unfortunate husband of 
Alice!); 5th from left Sir Archibald Edmonstone 5th Baronet 
(the present Sir Archibald’s grandfather); 6th from left William 
Edmonstone (killed aged 20 at the Battle of the Somme); 7th 
from left - The Hon. Mrs George (Alice) Keppel; 3rd from left 
seated - Lady (Ida) Edmonstone (Sir A’s grandmother); Seated at 
her feet Charles Edmonstone (Sir A’s father); Right hand boy on 
ground - Eddie Edmonstone (youngest of the three brothers)

tales from tHe museum of transPort 
tHe Clyde model doCKyard: CHrIstmas toys of yesteryear
robert S. Davy

Kelvin Street in the Museum of 
Transport has always been one of 
the most popular attractions. Visitors 

are taken back to a moment in time to a 
street in Glasgow on Friday 9 December 
1938 when gas lighting lit the streets laid 
in cobbles or ‘causies’; when the average 
wage was £2; a car cost about £250.00; 
when smog (a mixture of fog and smoke 
from the numerous coal-fired chimneys of 
homes and factories) was so thick that the 
only way a driver could find his way home 
was to follow a tramcar. It was also, of 
course, the last full year of peace before the 
war, the end of the depression and a happy 
year in Glasgow.

The street is lined with original frontages 
of a wide variety of small shops whose 
windows display typical items sold at the 
time. These include a Baker with mouth-
watering scones and cakes much loved by 
sweet-toothed Glaswegians, Fishmonger 
displaying eels, Chemist, Lipton’s Grocers 
and a Photographer, as well as a Cinema, 
an art deco Italian café and vehicles of the 
era.  

Tucked away at the end of Kelvin 
Street is the Clyde Model Dockyard 
whose contents represented every boy’s 
Christmas dreams come true. The shop 
was probably the most well respected toy 
and model shop in Glasgow and, according 
to their wrapping paper, was established 
in1789. It existed at 22-23 Argyll Arcade 
(off Buchanan St.), on the North side near 
the bend. The shop always seemed out of 
place as it was surrounded by endless rows 
of jewellers where many young couples 
purchased their engagement rings.

The Dockyard had originally produced 
scale models of ships, many for the 
Admiralty, but had branched into the sale 
of a wide range of toys mostly aimed at 
the boys of the day. Those children who 
were fortunate enough, might have found 
presents on Christmas day bearing the 
names of Hornby and Trix tinplate trains, 
Dinky cars, Meccano and Britain’s toy 

soldiers. Most of these items cost only a few 
shillings but they are now so collectable 
that, if they are in good condition, they can 

sell for many hundreds of pounds, and, if in 
the original box, that price can double.

Then as now board games proliferated. 
Lotto (or Housey Housey), Halma (or 
Chinese Checkers), Ludo and Snakes and 
Ladders were in demand, and given that 
there was no television in Scotland in 1938, 
many hours were spent over Christmas 
playing these games and reading the Beano, 
Dandy, Rupert or Boys’ Own Annuals 
as well as the bi-annual Broons or Oor 
Wullie. Would boys today be as thrilled to 
find toy soldiers, pond yachts, marbles, yo-
yos, jigsaws or Lakeland colouring pencils 
in their stockings?  

Health and Safety had not been invented. 
Toy soldiers were often made entirely of 
lead or at least were covered in lead-based 
paint and small easily swallowed parts were 

the order of the day. However to the best of 
my knowledge none of my contemporaries 
died of lead poisoning or choked to death 
on part of a toy! Another potentially lethal 
Christmas present, probably sold in the 
Clyde Model Dockyard, was a construction 
set of ‘Bayco’ made from an early plastic 
called Bakelite. Boys could spend hours 
designing a variety of buildings, using a 
series of steel rods inserted vertically into 
a base to support the Bakelite bricks. One 
slip and a fall on to these sharp rods would 
have done serious damage!

Steam power was the means of 
propulsion for ships, railway locomotives 
and traction engines. Most factories were 
also powered by steam. Scale model 
replicas of these giants were available 
from the shop for the young engineers of 
the time. Being fired by methylated spirits, 
great skill was needed to ensure that boilers 
did not overheat and many eyebrows were 
singed during ignition.

In 1938 it was not considered suitable 
for young ladies to have any knowledge of 
engineering or how things work nor for that 
matter to get their hands dirty, so little was 
available in this shop of specific interest to 
girls. 

Christmas in Scotland in bygone years 
was not the extravaganza it is now. Up until 
the late 1960s Christmas Day was not a 
Public Holiday, the main celebration being 
New Year, and many people went to work 
as normal on Christmas Day. By this time 
The Clyde Model Dockyard had passed into 
history and superstores selling toys would 
soon take over. Cheap plastic toys from 
Japan and other emerging countries had 
replaced the scale models of the Hornby 
era. Childhood was now a much shorter 
span of time and ‘Boys’ Toys’ had taken on 
a whole new meaning!

 When the new Museum of Transport 
opens in 2011 beside the River Clyde where 
it meets the River Kelvin, no less than three 
streets from different eras in Glasgow’s 
history will be reconstructed. Access will 
be much improved and visitors will be able 
to enter the shops (and a pub) to view the 
interiors. Amongst these shops will be once 
again The Clyde Model Dockyard.

the train carrying the royal party headed 
first for Gartness Junction, from there 
continuing on the F&CJR to pick up the 
main line north from Stirling. Quite unlike 
previous occasions when royalty passed 

through the town, 
the police kept the 
public well away.

The king’s secret 
train journeys

No mention 
was found in the newspapers of Edward 
visiting Duntreath at other times, although 
Alice Keppel’s biographer together with 
reminiscences of the Edmonstone family 
leave little doubt that he stayed at the castle 

more often than the two well publicised 
visits would suggest. His purpose was 
ostensibly the excellent grouse shooting to 
be had on the estate, but the widely held 
view is that the real attraction was of a 
more personal nature. Alongside a secluded 
stretch of the Blane ValIey Line and almost 
immediately opposite the castle, there was 
a little known private rail halt and platform. 
Here it is said that the King would secretly 
arrive and depart Duntreath by train well 
away from prying eyes.
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elizabeth Normand

Paying the earth to heat your house? 
Worried about your carbon footprint? 
We hope that you came down to 

the Energy Efficiency Fair at the Primary 
School on 25 October to find out how to 
fund and implement 
relevant home 
improvements. Grants, 
home insulation, solar 
panels, heat pumps 
– this was a one-stop-
shop to find out all 
about them and see 
them for yourself. 

Supported by a 
grant from the Climate 
Challenge Fund, this 
free, drop-in event 
was organised by the 
Blane Valley Carbon 
Neutral Group to be 
family-friendly and we 
were sure we’d covered 
everything; we just needed a bit of luck 
with the weather. We must have got mixed 
up and done a rain dance by mistake, as the 
weather conditions were atrocious, but we 
were delighted to welcome so many people 
throughout the day – around 240 – and 
good fun was had by all.

action-packed
The talks were well attended, with plenty 

of informed and informative discussion 
after each presentation. A last-minute 
cancellation by one of the speakers posed 
a challenge, but the hastily convened panel 
discussion on the same topic was testament 
to how much expertise the village can draw 
on from ‘friends and family’. There was 
never a quiet moment in the hall of stalls, 
with its panoramic view of the waterfalls 
working overtime on the Campsies (anyone 
for hydro power?!). The Primary 7’s DVD, 
‘The Power Show’, was a star attraction – 
an excellent piece of work! The AC Cobra 
hydrogen fuel cell car was another big draw 
– thanks to those who remained outside 
throughout the day to answer so many 
stimulating questions about it.

As for the ‘fun room’, well you could 
hardly prise some people out of it. Books, 
badge-making, traditional games, worms – 
and who could forget the Glasgow Science 
Centre’s Eco-Show? The first showing 
proved to be so attractive that we had to 
delay the start of the speaker programme 
until it was finished! The smell of burning 
sunflower seeds will transport me back to 
that day for as long as I live.

Well worthwhile
So, was it worth six months of planning 

and all the organisational effort? Yes, very 
much so in the short term, as it met our 
highest expectations. As one exhibitor said, 
‘It’s been very well worth while. Despite 
the weather, loads of people turned out to 
find out about saving energy.’

It’s harder to quantify the answer in the 

longer term as that depends on all of us. One 
visitor said ‘I’ve already done everything I 
can to my flat to make it energy efficient. 
But I’m going to go round the rest of my 
family and encourage them to do the same.’ 
Someone else said she was going to have her 
loft properly insulated – she hadn’t realised 

before how thick the insulation was 
meant to be. Another couple felt 
they had gathered information that 
would help them make a decision 
about installing a heat pump. But we 
especially liked one younger visitor’s 
comment. When asked why a solar-
powered car would be a good idea, 
he promptly replied, ‘Because no-one 
could steal it at night!’

how about you?
Did the day tell you anything 

new?
Did it help you to start acting, e.g. 

on sorting that insulation that you’ve been 
meaning to do for a while ...?

If any of you are making changes, we’d 
love to know how your fuel consumption 
drops as a result. Individual alterations 
may not make a marked reduction but 
collectively can result in savings of 25% per 
household – or can you top that? Contact us 
at cn@strathblanefield.org.uk.

Thanks
By way of tangible thanks, the school 

received some ‘green’ books from the 
Carbon Neutral Group and a gizmo, donated 
by Scottish Power, which demonstrates in 
miniature form how to generate different 
sorts of renewable energy. A copy of 
‘The Transition Handbook’ and some 
pocket-sized guides on energy and other 
environmental issues have also been 
supplied to the library for you to borrow.

Carbon Neutral Ceilidh
After a hectic day at the Energy 

Efficiency Fair it was time to relax and 
have a good time at the Ceilidh. Around a 
hundred people came and a great evening’s 
entertainment was laid on, complete with 
fish suppers. Many thanks to Alisdair 
Fleming, Sheila Hall, Martin Shields and 
others for making the evening such a 
success – and best wishes to Alisdair for a 

The Carbon Neutral Group would 
like to thank:

The Climate Challenge Fund for •	
funding the day
Our speakers Martin Mathers of •	
Scottish Power and Eva Schonveld 
from Transition Scotland
All our exhibitors and helpers on •	
the day
Strathclyde University for supplying •	
the fuel cell car and Allied Vehicles 
for transporting it
Gordon and Lorna Ash and Dai •	
Hutchinson for organising the 
Prize Draw
Bill Cullens, Alan Dickson, Angus •	
Graham, Jamie Stewart, Gordon 
Barraclough, Milngavie Bookshop 
and Stuart Grant Ceramics for 
donating prizes, and Bob Flashman 
for sponsoring the ticket printing
Johanna Hall and the BBC LAB •	
for helping Primary 7 make their 
video
The children and staff of Strathblane •	
Primary School
Lynne James and the Library •	
Service
Everyone for turning up to support •	
the Fair and the Ceilidh

enerGy effICIenCy faIr
speedy recovery!

Prize Draw
Most of the funds for the Fair came by 

way of a grant from the Climate Challenge 
Fund, with contributions from corporate 
exhibitors, but they were supplemented by 
the proceeds of the Prize Draw, thanks to 
the generosity of donors and everyone who 
bought tickets. Here is a list of the lucky 
winners.

Two mountain bikes – D. Park
West Highland Line train tickets – John 
Watson
Greenhouse – Ken Campbell
Loft insulation – Ainsley Normand
Tiso vouchers – Eleanor Forrest
Ceramic ‘carbon newt’ – Lesley 
McWhirter
‘Save Cash and Save the Planet’ book – 
Carol Jones

The Blane Valley Carbon Neutral Group and helpers ready 
for the day’s action

(left to right) Mark Shields and Lachlan Brown 
from Primary 7 investigate the fuel cell Cobra 
sports car on show at the Fair
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mountaIn resCue

Martin McCallum

On October 4th we had the official 
hand over of the new Lomond MRT 
Search Control Vehicle. Much of the 

funding for this vehicle had come through 
substantial donations from the Robertson 
Trust and the Endrick Trust. Without these 
contributions it would have taken many 
years for the team to raise sufficient funds 
to buy the vehicle.

The new vehicle is based upon the 
brand new four wheel drive Transit Van 
from Ford. This is a completely new model 
and is currently the only type of four wheel 
drive van available in the UK. Indeed Ford 
let us have a vehicle originally earmarked 
as their demonstrator for the UK market. 
The internal layout was custom designed 
and fitted out by a company called Bott. 
Our idea was to have approximately one 
third of the vehicle to the rear as storage for 
equipment (and a tea urn!) with the internal 
area to be the command and control 
function during call outs. The storage area 
easily takes the same amount of equipment 

previously carried by a 
Land Rover. Bott took 
our suggestions and 
produced a very smart 
design incorporating 
features such as 
rotating front seats, 
enabling the driver 
and passenger seats to 
be utilised at the work 
table during callouts, 
giving us much more 
space in this area. 
The command area 
of the vehicle has 
built-in radios for 

communications, a large 
(42”) screen that will operate 
with laptops and electronic 
mapping, enabling briefing of 
groups before they go on the 
hill. The area is also heated so 
any casualties can be brought 
into a warm dry environment. 
One of the most important 
additions is an awning which 
can extend some eight feet 
from the side of the vehicle. 
This allows team members to 
prepare and be briefed in the 
dry, as well providing some shelter from 
adverse weather.  

The vehicle has now been used a 
number of times for both call outs and 
training. It has proved to be of great benefit 
as it enables planning and coordination of 
a rescue to be conducted in a warm, dry 
environment which has access to all the 
necessary communication and other aids.

MRT Top Tip:
The clocks have changed and we have 

much less daylight than before. The team 
has been called out on a number of occasions 
over the past few weeks for people who 
have got into difficulties because they had 
no torch. When you go out make sure you 
have a torch and a spare battery as these 
simple items might prevent a more serious 
incident.

George Thom

In the Village Club on 17 September 
we held a debate about the state of our 
energy supply, that is, the ability of our 

electricity suppliers to meet the demands 
we are placing on their system for power.

Alf Young, Depute Editor of the 
Herald, chaired the event. Local expert, 
Blair Armstrong, provided a presentation, 
and around 50 local people attended. It was 
a very lively debate and there is a great deal 
of knowledge in the village about power 
supply – and no lack of discussion.

Blair presented a critique of the energy 
supply situation, a presentation he has 
given to the Scottish Parliament. Blair was 
an advisor to the Westminster Government 
on energy. He outlined the problems to us:

The distribution grid network needs •	
upgraded and will not cope with 
demand, therefore the need for the 
Beauly to Denny power line;
The nuclear stations at Torness and •	
Hunterston will close in the next 15 
and 7 years respectively. They supply 
20–40% of our base load electricity;
Alternative sources of production, •	
renewables, will take too long to build  
to	fill	the	gaps,	and	can’t	meet	all	our	
needs;
Demand for electricity continues to •	

rise;
This combination of issues will lead to •	
rationing of electricity, i.e. blackouts 
(remember the 1980s, those of us old 
enough?);
Production of electricity from •	
fossil fuels continues to damage the 
environment and both gas and oil are 
finite	 sources	 which	 will	 run	 out	 in	
time.
Blair’s prognosis is that we will run •	
out of supply unless we invest in both 
nuclear and renewables such as wind, 
solar, wave and tide energy. In fact 
he predicts that we are past the point 
when we should have already taken 
action and it is almost inevitable that 
we will face shortages in electricity.

Alf then opened up the debate to 
those attending and a very knowledgeable 
audience entered enthusiastically into the 
debate. As you can imagine, not everyone 
agreed with Blair’s presentation nor his 
solutions. But everyone ‘sure admired the 
problem’.

Ideas and possible solutions were 
aired:

Can’t we generate electricity locally •	
and solve the problems of transporting 
it over vast distances? We lose 50% of 
what we generate in transporting it;

How seCure Is our enerGy suPPly?
a deBate In tHe vIllaGe CluB

Why don’t we import more electricity •	
from France, which has plenty, all of 
it nuclear?
Why don’t we reduce the amount we •	
use in our homes by insulating them 
and changing our lifestyles?

Some of the audience disagreed with 
Blair’s predictions but no one disagreed 
with the overall situation. The conclusion 
was that something had to be done. But 
there was no overall agreement on the 
solution.

The debate was organised by the Blane 
Valley Carbon Neutral Group, a working 
group of Strathblanefield Community 
Development Trust.

The new 
MRT 
Search 
Control 
vehicle has 
a hi-tech 
custom 
designed 
interior

COMMUNITy COUNCIllOrS

Blanefield Ward
David Anderson   770669
Willie Oswald   770497
Margaret Vass  770131
Fiona Murray   771497

Strathblane Ward 
Elspeth Posnett  770113
Marjorie Peddie  770074

Mugdock Ward 
Philip Graves     0141 956 1954
Bob Flashman  770979
John Gray  771031
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Morven Bulloch, acting deputy head

On Friday, 7th November, the pupils and staff said fond farewells 
to Mrs Cunningham, who has been Headteacher of Strathblane 
Primary School for almost seventeen years. Mrs Cunningham is 

moving to Birmingham, where her husband is taking up a new post as 
Head of the Silversmithing Department at Birmingham University.

She will be affectionately 
remembered by her past 
and present pupils for her warm and cheerful 
manner and her enthusiastic interest in their 
progress through the school.  She liked nothing 
better than to visit the Nursery, where she took 
a delight in the spontaneity and often hilarious 
activities of her youngest pupils. At the other 
end of the school, she was happy to don her 
tracksuit and join in the cross-country run with 
Primary 7 – managing to look as elegant as she 
always did!

Staff will miss the support she provided 
and her ability to maintain a calm and orderly 
atmosphere throughout the school.  Her 
leadership during the school inspection in 
2006 – a stressful time for any school – helped 
to ensure that the HMIE were able to deliver a 
very positive report.

On Mrs Cunningham’s last few days in 
school, she was given a great send-off. The 
parents organised an afternoon tea party where 
she was presented with a beautiful painting by 
local artist Cathy Campbell and enjoyed the 
opportunity to say farewell to a large number 

of parents, past and present.   She also enjoyed an evening with a large group of staff and 
friends of the school to celebrate the excitement of her new adventure and to allow all 
current and past staff to show their appreciation for all her support and encouragement 
over the years.

Everyone in the wider school community wishes her every happiness in her new home 
and life in Birmingham.  She will be greatly missed at Strathblane Primary.

kathy Nordin

I got to know Jennifer as a fellow head 
teacher when I was head at Buchanan 
Primary. Being part of the Balfron 

Cluster area we first met at head teacher 
meetings. We got on well together and she 
was a great support to me. I soon found she 
was someone with whom I could easily talk 
about all sorts of things including teaching 
in general and any problems I might have, 
knowing that anything I said would go no 

jennIfer CunnInGHam leaves

Jennifer Cunningham is presented with a 
painting by local artist, Cathy Campbell 
(right) as Cathy Moir looks on.

George Thom

On 28 January 2009 the 
Strathblanefield Community 
Development Trust is planning 

to hold its first Annual General Meeting. 
Details will be publicised soon. We invite 
all members of the Trust – of whom there 
are about 120 – to this meeting, where the 
Board will present our end-of-year report.

We are in the final stages of funding 
applications to finance the community 
survey which will provide information on 
the profile of the village and the aspirations 
of the community. This information will 
provide the basis for the future of the 
Trust’s plans and future activities. The 
survey, which will be carried out during 
2009, funding permitting, is being run in 
partnership with the Community Council 
and Stirling Council.

The Trust has a Board of Directors who 
meet regularly, but the main engine room of 
the Trust are the working groups of which 
there are currently four:

Greenheart, seeking funding for new •	
play facilities
Blane Valley Carbon Neutral Group, •	
working towards sustainability
The Blane, the village’s quarterly •	
community newspaper
A Property Group, looking at the •	

CommunIty develoPment 
trust aGm

v i l l a g e ’ s 
p h y s i c a l 
infrastructure.

The groups do 
all the practical 
hard work and the Board is there to support 
them with experience and information 
and the legal framework to make funding 
applications. During the year we produced 
guidelines for the groups which clarified 
our respective responsibilities. So far the 
Board feels it has set the scene and done 
the groundwork which will enable the 
groups to expand or continue to develop for 
the benefit of the village.

The groups rely on volunteers so if you 
feel you have something to offer please feel 
free to get in touch and offer your services. 
New Trust members are also welcome at 
any time. Contact George Thom at 01360 
771613 or cdt@strathblanefield.org.uk

NeW BUS ShelTer

The Trust’s Property Group has been 
instrumental in designing and organising 
the construction of the new bus shelter on 
the north side of the main road. It has been 
funded by Stirling Council. We hope that 
once it is finished it will be of benefit to 
everyone using the bus service, especially 
during the winter weather.

Youngest and oldest pupils, Dior Stirton 
and John Penrice,  present Jennifer 
Cunningham with a book memories, 
poems, letters, drawing and photographs 
contributed by pupils and staff.

continued first column next page

Mary Brailey

In common with the rest of the country, 
we’ve enjoyed a bumper apple crop from 
our garden this year. We harvested some 

74 kilos, and left many more on the trees for 
the miscellaneous wildlife to have a go at.

Our predecessors planted around 40 
different varieties of apples, perhaps ten 
years ago now, and we are now reaping the 
benefits – which will presumably increase 
as the trees mature. But what to do with all 
these apples?

There’s a limit to how many you can give 
away. Many of them, while tasty to eat, are 
unattractive to look at – small, misshapen, 
stained, scabbed. We store the long-lasters 
on apple racks in the garage. Many of the 
rest are peeled, chopped up and frozen, 
ready to be made into pies and crumbles or 
stewed with cinnamon, sultanas or some of 
our blackcurrants. A few years ago we made 
apple wine (from the recipe in The Blane) 
but we found it rather strong and sweet and 
most of the bottles are still there, undrunk. 
This year we dried an oven-load of apple 
slices and they have proved a good addition 
to our morning muesli.

We’ve started making apple juice, which 
we store in plastic bottles in the freezer: it 
turns out brown, which is a bit distracting, 
but tastes good. So far we’ve used an electric 
juicer for this, but next year we’re thinking of 
investing in a mechanical apple press, which 
would be more environmentally friendly. In 
future bumper years, we’d be keen to share 
our crop, our juice-making operation and/
or the purchase and use of a press. If you’re 
interested, please phone 01360 771613.

aPPle Bonanza
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Isobel Gray and amy Owens  

On Friday 7 November, a sea of 
colour poured into Strathblane 
Primary School, as Africa 

Day had finally arrived.
Everyone entered the school in 

a well- thought-out African themed 
outfit, even the teachers! We all gave 
a donation of around one pound to 
raise money to send 2000 unwanted 
reading books to a teachers resource 
centre in Eritrea, North East Africa.

Activities included were African 
drumming, African mask-making, 
African food tasting; curry, beans, 
cous cous, mango, date, pineapple and 
banana in lemon juice. We also made 
badges, had a one hour dance session and 
listened to Mrs James giving an interesting 
talk about just how precious books are in 
some countries.

 Our favourite activities were decorating 
the masks with coloured paints, feathers 
and pom-poms and the drumming, led by 
a friendly man from Ghana. We also had 

lynne James

Over sixteen years ago, I was a 
founder member of the School 
Board set up to take part in the 

selection process for a new head teacher, an 
appointment made necessary by the retiral 
of Mr Middleton. From the day that we 
unanimously chose Jennifer Cunningham 
as the preferred candidate, to the day I saw 
her leave the school for the last time, I have 
never regretted our decision.

As a parent, I found Jennifer 
approachable, open and extremely 
professional. She knew all the children in 
her school so well, and all their families 
too. Her office door was always open when 
needed and she was never so desk-bound 
that she could not take part in lessons for 
many classes over the years.

As a community librarian, I was 
delighted to work with a fellow professional 
who understood the importance of reading, 
both as a skill and a recreation. Together 
we were able to set up various reading 
initiatives over the years, both in school 
and out.

Jennifer could find many people’s 
special skills and use them to enrich the 
pupils’ school experience. She brought in 
local people to recount their memories of the 
war; she used those with musical talent to 
augment the school dramatic presentations; 
she called on those with artistic talents to 
improve the school environs; and she used 
local history exponents to bring to life the 
story of the children’s own village.

Finally, as a woman, I will miss greatly 
Jennifer’s calm and gentle manner, her 
fascinating jewellery (for obvious reasons 
every article was a “one off”!) and will 
remain forever jealous of her great fashion 
sense!

lynne arrol

Jennifer Cunningham’s last 
day at Strathblane Primary 
happily coincided with 

Africa Day, a wonderful whole-
school event organised by Suzy 
Ure and Morven Bulloch.

I felt like it actually started 
the day before when Heather 
Grant and some Primary 7 
pupils led the whole school in 
singing African songs. This was 
followed by the presentation of 
a beautiful book made by the 
pupils to Jennifer by the oldest 
and youngest children in the 
school – John Penrice (Primary 
7) and Dior Stirton (Primary 1). 
The book included a stunning 
portrait of Jennifer on the front 
cover by past pupil Kai McCahill, a whole-school photograph taken by his mother, 
Sharon McCahill, and a wealth of memories, poems, letters, drawings and photographs 
contributed by pupils and staff and beautifully mounted by Primary 7 pupils. Pamela Day, 
Laurie McNeill and Karen Wright, past pupils from Jennifer’s first class at Strathblane, 

also came to wish her well.
In the afternoon five Eritrean 

runners came to join Primary 4 to 7 
pupils in a two-mile sponsored run to 
raise money to send a reading scheme 
of 2000 books to a school in Eritrea. 
All pupils successfully completed 
the two-mile race and should all be 
congratulated on their achievements.

On Africa Day pupils and staff 
dressed in African dress and enjoyed 
trying many different activities and 
workshops including African drumming, 
sponsored African dancing, pottery 
making, weaving, African stories told 
by Lynne James who also taught us 
some African greetings, badge making, 
weaving, tasting African fruits kindly 
donated by Asda and prepared by parents, 
and African stew kindly prepared by Mrs 

Britton. Suzy Ure and friends carried out a variety of art activities with the younger classes 
in the school and produced some beautiful African masks and Masai jewellery. It was a 
wonderful day much enjoyed by the whole school and a great send-off for Jennifer.

jennIfer’s last day - In afrICa

the chance to purchase some fair-trade 
chocolate and dried fruit.

The day was a great success and 
everyone enjoyed a fabulous African 
experience!

 “I thought Africa Day was spectacular and 
the drumming was fantastic!” – Matthew 
Hoyle.
“It was fantastic!” – Morven Campbell.

vIew from PrImary 7further. She was always a good listener 
and someone who would give wise and 
thoughtful advice and, with her good sense 
of humour, she would make me feel better.

It was obvious that she wanted the 
very best for Strathblane School and she 
worked hard with her staff to achieve her 
goals. From talking to her and hearing 
from her staff and others in the village, 
it was obvious that she was aware of the 
importance of the school being part of the 
community – something that is so important 
in any school, but especially so in a village. 
The links the school has with the library, 
church etc. show how successful she was in 
establishing these relationships. 

Her leaving the school is a great loss 
but, along with so many others, I wish her 
all the very best as she moves south with 
Jack to start this new chapter in her life. 
Any school she may go to work in down 
there will indeed be fortunate to have her 
expertise.

continued from previous page

Do you ever wonder why 
there isn’t mouse-flavored 

cat food?

KatHy nordIn’s Comment

Mrs Brown with primary 6 enjoying the opportunity 
to play on drums on Africa day.

Primary 1 pupils show off their African masks

Primary 1 teacher, Mrs Lowrie, as we have never seen 
her before, in African dress. Her class are obviously 
enjoying wearing the new, if temporary uniform.
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Lynne James

We are fast running into the heart of 
the long dark nights and mornings 
of winter and you can either look 

back with regret on the long summer days 
(!) in the garden and wish them back, or 
you can look forward to curling up by a 
fire, real or otherwise, with a good book. It 
will come as no surprise to you all what we 
would advocate here in the library!

 To that end we thought it would be a 
good idea to give you a couple of suggestions 
for books you might enjoy over the winter 
months. We are not so vain that we would 
rely purely on our own judgement, so we 
are going to list some of the books read, 
discussed and enjoyed by our monthly 
Reading Group.

Now, when I say enjoyed, I have to say 
that, most months, there is a fair amount of 
debate over the books chosen and that is 
no bad thing! This month however, we read      

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak and it 
was appreciated by nearly everyone. The 
story is set in Nazi Germany and has the 
most unusual, and unusually sympathetic, 
narrator, Death. An extraordinary book, 
full of characters drawn with such warmth 
and understanding, this novel gripped many 
of the group from beginning to end.

Another of our choices has been ‘The 
Alchemist’ by Paul Coelho. This title has 
become a huge international best seller 
with translations in over 75 languages and 
millions of copies sold worldwide. The 
story concerns a young shepherd boy’s 
search for treasure in the world and in an 
uplifting style Paul Coelho shows us that 
‘treasure’ is not always gold or physical in 
any form, but rather may be within you all 
along. Try the book that so many people 
love and make up your own mind.

We started off our session of reading 
club this year, with an event in the Stirling 
Book Festival and that leads me on to say 
thank you to all of you who supported 
our Big Issue Day during ‘Now Read 
On’. We had nearly 400 people through 
the door, including every single primary 
school child. It was a day of chat, laughter, 
friendship and a great sense of community. 
We really enjoyed the day enormously and 
we hope you all did too. It seems to me the 
perfect place to meet, chat and swap book 
suggestions and, who knows we may even 
get coffee going one day!

So, the next time you look out over 
your garden on a dull drizzly day, don’t 
be despondent, get yourself down to the 
library and choose some books to tide you 
over the winter nights. We have loads of 
titles we can recommend and one thing we 
can guarantee, we will never get tired of 
talking about books of all kinds!

Dougie Flynn, 
Countryside ranger

Three cheers to the 
three cheery souls who 
sacrificed their Tuesday 

11th to the upkeep of the old 
railway route in Blanefield. 
Bob, Katy and Sergei gave 
up their time and energy to 
give something back to the 
environment by volunteering 
on Strathblane’s Countryside 
Action Day, which was the 
third of this year. Steve and 
I from Stirling Council’s 
Countryside Service provided 
the tools, the guidance and 
the biscuits for the day.  

Once again we were to 
focus on the poor drainage 
and accumulated mud on the western section between Station 
Road and King George’s Field. However, a weekend of wet weather 
forced a change to the original plan, as there was little point in 
patching over short sections with an aggregate mix, only for it to 
become consumed within days by the ever-present mud. 

What a difference a few rainy days can make. But all was 
certainly not lost and we decided to concentrate on the area below 
the steps, where we found enough work to keep us happy for 
the day, as the photo of smiling faces shows. Drainage ditches 
were deepened and widened in an attempt to capture some of the 
water that tends to settle on this low-level and annoyingly flat 

area. Somehow, we managed to get the water to flow in the right 
direction and into the culvert. 

Another job for the team was to reinforce one ditch with plastic 
pipe and cover it with fine gravel. The day was complete after 
we had scraped a whole mess of accumulated mud from a short 
section of the path and then follow it up with a deep layer of the 
fine gravel. At 3pm we gathered the tools, took a few photos of the 
clean path and the muddy people, then headed back home, which 
for some was a bit further than was first realised. Thanks to local 
lad Sergei, making a return visit to the Strathblane Countryside 
Action Day. Thanks also to Bob who hails from Buchlyvie and big 
thanks to Katy, all the way from Dunblane.  Good effort.

Mud glorious mud seems to have cheered rather than 
dampened the spirits of (l to r) Steve, Bob, Sergei, Dougie 
and Katy on the action day at the old railway

mud, GlorIous mud alonG 
tHe old raIlway

Gary Nimmo, 
Stirling Council Press Office

Stirling Council residents currently 
recycle almost 44% of all waste 
collected – one of the highest recycling 

rates in the country.  The green waste and 

cardboard collected in brown bins enable 
the production of quality assured ‘Castle 
Compost’.

Waste Services Manager, David Hopper 
explains: “Green waste and cardboard –that 
breaks down and turns into good quality 
compost for the garden – is all that should 
ever go in the brown bin.”

Plastic contaminates compost, and 
when non-compostable items are put 
into brown bins they have to be removed 
and sent to landfill. Between April and 
September alone the Council has had to 
pay over £17,000 to landfill 255 tonnes of 
contaminants from Stirling area brown 
bins. 

Castle Compost is available to residents 
of the Stirling Council area, (free of charge) 
from Lower Polmaise Household Waste 
Recycling Facility and the material is also 
sold in bulk, if required commercially.

free ComPost

Dr Richard Simpson MSP, Anne Maguire 
MP and Bruce Crawford MSP with the 
Castle Compost

Stirling Council is seeking to appoint 
a Makar who will promote poetry 
throughout the area for the next three 

years. The Council, spearheaded by the 
Provost of Stirling Fergus Wood, is looking 
to set up a nominations panel that will 
consider local poets, or poets with a strong 
connection to the Stirling area, who might 
be suitable for the appointment.  As well 
as promoting poetry generally throughout 
the area, the Makar will compose one poem 
annually about the area and select one poem 
a month for publication.  

stIrlInG maKar
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We wish to reflect the views and opinions 
of the whole community without including 
anything that would offend anyone. We 
would emphasise that the views expressed 
in the Blane are not necessarily those of 
the editor and he retains the right to have 
the final say on any articles included.

Disclaimer
While we do our best not to accept 
advertisements from irresponsible 
companies or individuals, we do not take 
responsibility for those that appear in 
the newsletter and expect our readers to 
exercise due care when choosing to use 
one of the services found on these pages.

Doctors Surgeries
Strathblane  770340
Killearn   550339
(prescription line)  550095

Police   770224
Crimestoppers    0800 555111
Post Office  770291
Pharmacy  770731
Primary School  770608
Royal Bank  770610
Library   770737

Bookings
Edmonstone Hall  770555
VillageClub  771956

BLANE TEAM

Morag Roy   770863
 roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O’Donnell 770748
 murray.odonnell@virgin.net

Alastair Smith  770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk

Bill Woodger  770940
  billwoodger@email.com

Mary Brailey  771613
mary@brailey2.freeserve.co.uk

Patsy Fischbacher          770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net

useful numBers
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First Footin’ Family 
 Fling 2008 - 2009 

  

           Wednesday December 31st  

Strathblane Scout Hall 

8p.m. – 1a.m. 

Join us to bring in the bells ! 

D.j all night long ! 

Children’s entertainment !  

Raise your glasses with a 

complimentary glass of bubbly to 

welcome  in the New Year. 

Tickets                          Contact: 
Adults -   £10                          valmcqd@yahoo.co.uk 

Children - £8                              Val 

01360770742                                  

                                                            

All profits for Scout Association         Raffle! 
£1 from each ticket sale goes                    

Bring change! 

 to “Starlight” children’s charity 

B.Y.O.B. & nibbles ¡ 
 

Photo by Bob Sharp

Val McCorquodale

This year again, the Scout hall will be the venue for the annual Hogmanay 
party, where local families and friends come together to enjoy music and 
entertainment and bring in the New Year. Join us on this special night with 

D.J. Stevie and Sophie Charlwood - Green who will delight the kids, big and small, 
with her super deluxe disco system, smoke machine, bubble machine and team 
games including “Strictly Come Dancing”, “High School Musical Bop to Top”, 
“X factor Karaoke” and “Best Rockstar”. Fantastic prizes to be won as well as a 
kids only raffle!

The evening kicks off at 8 p.m. with the children’s entertainment starting 
at 8.30 and finishing at 10.30. From 11 p.m. onwards a blockbuster film will be 
shown on the large screen before we raise our glasses and see in the bells with a 
complimentary glass of bubbly.

Profits from this event will, in the main, go to the Scout organisation to allow 
our leaders and volunteers to continue to provide our local young people with 
fantastic opportunities. £1 from each ticket sale will also go to “Starlight”, an 
organisation that grants terminally ill children’s dreams and supports their families 
in harrowing circumstances.

Please support this event. For tickets please contact Val MacCorquodale on 
valmcqd@yahoo.co.uk. or request from leaders. 

Adult tickets - £10, Children - £8, Under 2s go free 
Don’t delay! Tickets will be sold on a first come first served basis. Please bring 

change for the fabulous raffle! B.Y.O.B & nibbles. We look forward to seeing you 
on the 31st.

sCouts
HoGmanay famIly fun!

The blackbird 
above and the 
Chaffinch need 
TLC at this 
time of year, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
when there is 
snow about.

The view from the Cuilt Brae shows the railway 
curving round on the right, with Blanefield Station in 
the centre beyond the Cuilt Farm.

now and.... ....tHen

Alastair’s fairy 
was at the foot 
of the Squirrel 
Wood path on 
the Cuilt Brae. 
See page 14.


